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MISS Kamonrat CHUANSABUY: PHETCHABURI ART SCHOOL'S MOVABLE
CREMATORIUM : STYLES, CONCEPTS AND MEANINGS. Thesis advisor : Professor

Sakchai Saisingha, Ph.D.

This research aims for understanding the architectural conception and style of the
Petchaburi Art School’'s movable crematorium. The creation in the earlier stage only served the upper
class, which later has been spread widely to the religious community and townspeople. The
presumption, according to the primary document research and the field work, suggests that the

movable crematorium is probably influenced by the royal crematory.

The result of this research indicates that the Petchaburi Art School's movable
crematorium is made following the conception of mandala, which can be seen in the royal crematory.
Pyramidal platforms imply Mount Meru, above which a prasat-typed building as Vaijayanta stands. A
smaller movable crematorium in each corner stands for each continent in Buddhist cosmology. The
architecture is in Rattanakosin Art, with significant painting on the pedestal represents Petchaburi Art
School’s characteristic. However, some decorative elements have been removed or reduced for easier
assemblage and distinguishing between the social hierarchy. The character of its roof can be
categorized into three types as follow: Bell-shaped stupa on the multi-tiered roof, This style can be
found only in Wat Yai Suwannaram. Prang-typed stupa above the pyramidal duplicated building on
the multi-tiered roof.in cross plan, These styles can be found in Wat Wangbua, Wat Pradit Wanaram

and Wat Koh. Bell-shaped stupa on the roof, This style can be found only in Wat Huay Sue.

People generally believe that the movable crematorium expresses their deep gratitude
to the dead, when it is believed to be a carter carrying their souls to the heaven. This idea also shares
with the noble’s funeral. Moreover, it is also the representative of the family’s social and financial status.
Nevertheless, the movable crematorium rental cost nowadays is relatively high, while people choose
a permanent crematorium instead for reasons of a lower cost and more convenience. Therefore, the

usage of movable crematorium tends to be much decreased.
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