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MR. Watchara CHALERMCHON: CONCEPTS AND STYLES OF LOTUS BUD-
TOPPED STUPAS IN THE PRESENT PERIOD Thesis advisor : Professor Dr. Sakchai

Saisingha

A Study of Concept and Characters of the Construction of the Lotus-bud topped
Stupas in the Present Time is aimed at studying the change in the concept and characters of the
construction of the lotus-bus topped stupas. In the past, stupas (Chedi) can be referred to the
construction of a built structure to which people pay high respect. According to the beliefs of people
in the ancient time, stupas were considered a symbol representing the Buddha, a symbol for people
to remind themselves of the Buddha's teachings, or a holy site of Buddhism. However, in the present
time, stupas have changing meanings. The meanings of stupas cover wider concept. They can be
referred to an architectural constructed building that reflects people’s culture and tradition, and
represents a symbol of and plays role as .a community center which can be generally found in many
locations. Regarding this change, primarily the researcher has an assumption that the important
factors for the change could be a changed conditions-of the society and an attempt that people in

the society adapt to the tourism industry and prepare themselves for the growth of the economic.

The study reveals that the concept behind and the characters of the lotus-bud topped
stupas during this present time have been changed from the past, and represent a variety of
concept. Ordinary people can build-a stupa. The construction can be found in many forms, e.g.
multi-purpose buildings, museums, shrines or land-spirit shrines. Some are used for containing the
ancestors’ cremains for people who can afford and wish to have such construction. The change of
these concept and characters of stupas could significantly start from the concept in architectural
design process. It can be noted that this alteration affects the change of the characters, beliefs, and
meanings of the construction of the lotus bud-topped stupas of the ancient time. This change finally

leads us to the invention of the new meanings of stupas, which we have not had before.
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