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56208303 : Major (Thai for Career Development)
Keyword : COMPOUND NOUN / LAO LANGUAGE / LAOTIAN SOCIETY / LAOTIAN
CULTURE

MISS NETAYA BOON-ON : COMPOUND NOUNS IN LAOS LANGUAGE
THESIS ADVISOR : ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR BAYAN IMSAMRAN

This research paper aims to study compound nouns in Lao language. Data are collected

from Lao compound nouns in 10 Laotian short stories and novels awarded S.E.A. Write Award. The
objectives are 1) to categorize word class of Lao compound nouns by the approach proposed by
Panthumetha, 2) to investigate meanings of Lao compound nouns within literary context, and 3) to

analyze Laotian society and culture through Lao compound nouns.

The results show that Lao compound nouns may be divided into 5 categories: human-
being, human-being vs. human being, entity, human-being vs. entity, and time. Most meanings of
compound nouns match well with their literary context. Compound nouns may reflect Laotian society in
terms of ethnic diversity, agricultural orientation, and domestic conflict. Compound nouns also reflect
Laotian culture in certain ways: beliefs in Buddhism, ghost, and holy spirits; peaceful lifestyle such as
cuisine, housing, and clothes. In addition, Laotian people admire the spirit of revolution , especially
women who attended people’s. movement. Laotian people also highly respect doctors, teachers,

community leaders, and coup the leaders of people’s movement.
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