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56006208 : Major (VISUAL ARTS)
Keyword : labour, immaterial labour, cognitive capitalism, convenient store staff, video art

MISS KAHAT SUJIPISUT : ARTIST LABOUR CONVENIENCE STORE THESIS
ADVISOR : PROFESSOR TOEINGAM GUPTABUTRA, Ph.D.

Being served conveniently in a convenient store during rush hours becomes a usual
part of people’s daily life in capitalism. The image of staffs arranging goods on selves and
persuading customers to buy them makes me think about myself while being in hurry to produce
artworks or talking to my audiences in order to convince them to purchase works. Supposedly,
my feelings are not different from those staffs’. I, therefore, made a comparison between the
characteristics of artist’s labouring and those of convenient store staffs’. The comparison relates
to surrounding factors that include technology, martket, and finance, all under the mechanism of
time in capitalism. My objective is to create artworks viewed as a meduim that encourage
awareness, broaden perspectives, and exchange attitudes focusing on the importance of laboring
value and laboring price giving. Information and theories investigated include the developement
of convenient stores, cognitive capitalism, the meaning of artist, case study artists, and
information from my experiences asa convenient store staff. Outcomes are four pieces of video
art: ‘Morning Shift* (2016) 8.39 minutes long, ‘Afternoon Shift’( 2015) 12.32 minutes long,
‘Night Shift” (2016) 9.44 minutes long, and ‘Break’ (2018) 11.22 minutes long. They present the
lives of convenient store staffs, art making activities that is-another aspect of a staff’s life, the
context of customers, and staffs’ feelings during their holiday break. Each video work is
composed of important elements including image, sound, and text. The artworks leads to this
conclusion: ‘time’ developed in these works can reflect laboring in cognitive capitalism, of which
characteristics are always changeable, and the laboring value and laboring price giving for
convenient store staffs and artist. The comparison between these two labors is to give examples
of labor that exists in a society. The examples may appear different especially in terms of value
and price giving. However, at the end, all types of labor cannot set free from the conditions of

time in capitalism.
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