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MR. NARATHIP THUBTHUN : THE TRANSFERABILITY OF CULTURAL BAGGAGE

AND MAINTENANCE OF IDENTITY OUTSIDE TRADITIONAL CULTURAL BOUNDARIES IN
YUAN-CHIANG SAEN HOUSES: A CASE STUDY OF YUAN COMMUNITY, SIKHIO DISTRICT,
NAKHON RATCHASIMA, THAILAND THESIS ADVISOR : ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR CHINASAK
TANDIKUL

Yuan-Sikhio community is a community of Tai Yuan ethnic that settle outside Lanna traditional
culture boundaries which an appearance of the proof of vernacular house that has key characteristics
coordination with Tai Yuan traditional houses in literatures. This led to the question “How Yuan-Sikhio houses
preserve their ethnic identity under variouscontext? Under which process and condition?” This research
objectives are studied circumstances and conditions of establishment of Yuan-Sikhio vernacular houses, including
seek for generalization of the culture of Yuan-Sikhio people which appeared in the study.

The method of this study is qualitative research that uses a specific sampling technique where
choosing representatives of Yuan vernacular houses in Sikhio district that are between 58 to 100 years old, for a
number of 13 houses. Gathering data with architectural measure work, observe, capture, and interview then
analyze the information with-morphological analysis together with-comparative analysis, under a margin concept
of ethnical identity and cultural diffusion.

Research result shows that at a period of time, Yuan-Sikhio vernacular houses can preserve their
ethnic identity where it appears on functional areas, floor level split, and-house form. Plus, with a small quantity
of cultural borrowing method of major population to present-a similar characteristic through architectural exterior
as a tool to cover important parts that are hidden dimension which needed to be preserved traditionally.
Consequently, Yuan-Sikhio. vernacular houses have shown a plural identity form where they have similarity and
difference from Tai Yuan houses in literatures and established as-a new model of Tai Yuan houses that has a
unique characteristic. Under-an area of basin ‘of river margin in central and highlands in Korat. Thus, this
phenomenon shows that an existence of plural identity is an important condition to support subordinate cultural
group to be able to preserve ethnic identity and dwell together with larger society integrality. Through having an
acceptance of plural cultures from social context which is an important factor that support an appearance
preservation of ethnic identity to strengthen.

In conclusion, the transferability of cultural baggage on Yuan-Sikhio vernacular houses is a dynamic
of negotiation and perseverance of identity under ethnical conscious in a different social context. Through using
architectural exterior adjustments to blend in with major social context. For the real matter internally, the

identity still stay original and traditional.
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