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MR. JAMEEKORN CHOOSAB : AN ANALYTICAL STUDY OF A DIDACTIC POEM
"PHRA PARAMATTHA"  THESIS ADVISOR : PROFESSOR PH.D. U-TAIN WONGSATHIT

The research aims to study and analyse a didactic poem "Phra

Paramattha" appeared in 29 manuscripts kept in the National Library of Thailand. Due
to their different content and writing styles, these manuscripts were divided into two
groups, which are old and new version. These two groups of manuscripts were read
thoroughly and critically not only to - find their form, their author, their compositing
date, their backeround story, their objective, their literature dissemination, and the
use of them as a sermon but also to analyse their content and their literature and

social values.

The research found that most manuscripts are dilapidated and written in
Thai without composing date and author. However, it has been assumed that the
first group or the old version might be composed in the late of Ayutthaya period
whereas the second group or the new version was written either in Thonburi or
Rattanakosin period. In addition, the manuscripts in the second group or the new
version can be classified into two groups according to their writing period. The first
group was written in Thonburi and the second group, which is recognised as the
most well-known version, was dated in the reign of King Rama 3 - 5 respectively. The
content of these Phra Paramattha’s manuscripts is associated with the principle of
Buddhism. “Paramattha Dharma”, the highest level of Buddhism’s principle was
modified to be a didactic poem and was recorded in these manuscripts as this could
assist normal people to read and understand “Paramattha Dharma” easily. Although
the composing style of the didactic poem appeared in these two versions are
different, their content focused on the same point which is the objective to teach
both “the basic and advance Dharma”. “The basic Dharma” consists of worshipping
the Tripitaka, gratitude, benefaction, committing a sin, and hearing a sermon whilst
“the advance Dharma” is related with the three characteristics or Trilaksana, cycle of

birth and death, and Nirvana. Phra Paramattha also has two distinctive values. The



first value is the literature value showing the writing competence of the composer.
This value associated with the content adaptation and the selection of words,
phases, and images to ensure that the readers will be able to easily understand
“Paramattha Dharma”. Likewise, the second value is the social value. This value is
about Buddhist principle, social environment, social belief, culture, and writing style
presenting in each manuscript. This helps to study and compare the differences

between the past and the present society and understand the social development

as well.
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