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57114207 : Major (EPIGRAPHIC STUDIES)

Keyword : Analysis of textbooks / Form / Essence / Khmer textbook
MISS SIRILAK SRIRAM : THE ANALYSIS OF FORMS AND ESSENCES OF KHMER

TEXTBOOKS, GRADES 1 - 3 IN CAMBODIA, 1987 - 1992 THESIS ADVISOR : ASSISTANT
PROFESSOR ORAWAN BUNYARIT, Ph.D.

The objective of this thesis is to analyze forms and essences of 4 Khmer language textbooks for
elementary students of grade 1 to grade 3 which the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport of Cambodia under
the People's Republic of Kampuchea Government permitted to use in schools during 1987 — 1992 when education

in Cambodia was restored after the Khmer Rouge regime.

The study finds that the textbooks were divided into three sections: preliminary section, content
section, and the auxiliary materials. The preliminary section consisted of outline, cover, title page and copyright
page. On the copyright page, it shows that there are copiers which are the people who copied the content of the
textbook from the original manuscript to fine hand writing. The system can be traced back to the old process of
textbook production. All textbooks have table of contents in auxiliary materials at the end of the book which shows

that the textbook production has been heavily influenced by the French:

The study of the content section in textbooks for grade 1 reveals that the lesson begins with the
introduction of initial Khmer consonant and the combination of consonant and vowels. After that, the lesson
continues to introduce the rules of combination of disyllabic words and medial clusters words of Khmer language.
The lessons are taught with interesting presentation method by using tables and images with orange color characters
as a mean for children to-understand the lesson better. The content section in textbooks for grade 2 and that of
grade 3 includes stories, poetry, grammar studies, vocabulary and exercise. It can be seen that the textbooks

emphasize on reading skill and exercise and also promote parts of speech-and basic sentence structure in Khmer.

The essence of textbooks:is divided into three topics: 1) Language content, which was taught from
simple to complex according to class level. Most of the words in the lesson are words that are used in daily life
context. 2) General content, which were divided into four topics: school, family, scenery and people. The contents
that were associated to the topics are divided in to groups, for example, the topic of “school” would focus on
school components and the topic of “family” would focus about the role of family members. 3) Moral content,
which were implied in the lessons, for example: the importance of diligence, goodness, unity of people in the
nation and the political and administrative concepts. It reflects here in the lessons that the Khmer Rouge had
become national enemy and the sense of admiration of the Vietnamese as a hero that freed Cambodia from
genocide can be seen. This can be assumed that the textbooks producers were trying to reflect the ideology of the

creation of nation state.
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