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57202207 : Major (Thai)
Keyword : novels, Mai Muangderm, manhood in rural places

MISS WANWISA PUYATORN : MANHOOD IN RURAL PLACES OF MAI
MUANGDERM'S LITERARY WORKS THESIS ADVISOR : SIRICHAYA CORNGREAT, Ph.D.

This research paper examines male characters in Mai Muangderm’s 30

selected stories, concentrating on characteristics of rural male characters and
representation techniques deployed to represent them. The study has found that
there are 12 prominent characteristics of these characters which the writer highlights
in the stories: naivety, love worship, patriotism, gratitude, protecting of family
members, helping people in need, admitting wrongdoing, forgiveness, keeping
promises, being skilful at martial arts, being ready to fight for dignity and justice, and
valuing friendships. It argues that these characteristics are closely associated with the
core values of masculinity as held in high esteem in Thai countryside, Buddhist

principles, and the writer’s-own personality.

With regard to representation techniques, these rural male protagonists
are represented through novelistic devices, particularly, character functions, in which
different types of character functions bring to the fore different character traits. In
addition, the writer creates rural male characters by employing gender binary
techniques as well as presenting them in- juxtaposition with male antagonists. In

doing so, the writer wants to stress certain characteristics of these characters.

Finally, concerning the representations of these male characters,
sentences that express causes and effects, contradictions, and conditions are also
utilized by the writer to present these characters. Furthermore, to accentuate
meanings and values represented by these male characters, the writer employs

figurative language and stylistic effects such as similes, metaphors, and hyperboles.
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