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57208306 : Major (Thai for Career Development)
Keyword : THE IMAGES OF THAINESS, ASEAN NOVELS

MISS NUNTARAT PHIEMPHICHAI : THE IMAGES OF THAINESS IN PRAPASSORN
SEWIKUL’S ASEAN NOVELS THESIS ADVISOR : ASSISTANT PROFESSOR PATTAMA
THEEKAPRASERTKUL, Ph.D.

The objectives of this independent study are to study identities of being Thai and
how to create these identities in Praphatsorn Sevikul’s novels in a project of literature for ASEAN.
These novels include Cha Phwan Thung Ther Thuk Kuen Thee Mee Sang Daw and Mee Mek Bang
Nai Bang Wan.

The result of the study concerning the iidentities of being Thai shows that being
generous, believing in Buddhism and superstition, enjoying having fun, being proud of Thai art
and culture, putting a high value on working in-the civil services, choosing names, having gratitude
and having loyalty to the Thai monarch. The study of these identities suggests the writer’s
attempts to maintain Thai characteristics. His purposes are to make Thai people see their own
identities and to make ASEAN countries perceive and understand being Thai. These novels help
to present the image of Thai being good. The characters in the novels have different views of
Thailand such as differences in the religion, race and- politics due to the changing times of each
era, the image of Thai'in these novels help to create a Thai identity. This is so that the foreign
characters can have different-ideas and understanding of the Thai culture and can learn to

understand and to accept the image of Thai.

The results of studying how to narrate the stories indicate that Thai characters are
created to have few characteristics. So, they are flat characters that show only positive aspects of
being Thai. In narrative points of view, the main stories are narrated by narrators who are
omniscient (all-knowing) and objective. In addition, some parts of the stories are narrated by
internal narrators who are main characters in the stories. For the characters’ points of view, they
can be separated into two groups. The first one is from Thai characters’ points of view and the
second one is from foreigners who perceive identities of being Thai. In creating the plots, the
writer uses the complex storyline and the complex linking of Prapassorn Sewikul’s novels. The
strategy in creating the plot is to choose scenes from Indonesia, the Philippines and Thailand

during their political revolution and war.
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