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57208311 : Major (Thai for Career Development)
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DIVERSITY

MISS MAYURA PULWAMARA : IDENTITY OF "TUT" (LADYBOY) FROM "BANTHUEK
KHOENG TUT"AND "KWA CHE CHA PEN MOE" THESIS ADVISOR : SIRICHAYA CORNGREAT,
Ph.D.

This independent study aims to analyze the identities of Tut (Thai term for
transgender women) and linguistic strategies employed in the construction of
identities. Five books were used in this study: three books from BANTHUEK KHOENG
TUT, and two books from KWA CHE CHA PEN MOE. Altogether, there are five books in
this study.

The result reveals that the narrators of both series present Tut both in
personal and public space. There are three images in personal space: in a family, in
friendship, and in romantic relationships. In a family, three images were found: 1) the
image of a Tut from-a warm and happy family; 2) a Tut from a family who is a good
role model in doing good deeds; 3) a Tut whose family brought them up with care and
proper guidance. In friendship, the presentation of Tut as-a true and loyal friend who
is friendly to everybody is found. In romantic relationships, the image of Tut being the
one who has pure love and is faithful in the relationship is found. The presentation of
Tut is found in two types of public spaces: in workplace and in community. In
workplace, Tut is presented.as 1) an effective employee, and 2) as an individual who
has high level of commitment for work and professional ethics. In community, Tut is
presented as 1) a patient and reasonable individual, 2) an individual who speaks up

for rights and justice, and 3) a Tut who possesses volunteer spirit for public.

Five linguistics strategies were found: 1) word choice, e.g. using
Creative words, slang words, first person pronouns, final particles, and locative case; 2)
modifiers, e.¢. adjectives, adverbs, and relative clauses; 3) presupposition, e.g. temporal
clauses, referring expressions, and negation; 4) metaphor, i.e., using Sailor moon, a

Japanese anime character, as a metaphor of Tuts’ identity; and 5) simile with words



like, as, and equals to. In summary, Tuts’ identities portrayed through narrative and
linguistic strategies are all positive. This portrayal defies and negotiates with the
paradigm Thai society has against Tuts, aiming to make Thais see Tuts in a different

lisht and, consequently respect and be more open-minded towards them.
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