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58054904 : Major (Architecture)
Keyword : space form movement
MR. RACHANON MEEIAM : THE IDEA OF SPACE IN GEOFFREY BAWA'S
HOUSE THESIS ADVISOR : ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR TONKAO PANIN
Geoffrey Bawa is Sri Lankan architect who has practiced and gained expertise in
architecture. For over 30 years he develops his designing skill and builds structures and buildings
in his home country, Sri Lanka, and neighboring countries in South East Asia. He is famous for
residential architecture including hotels, resorts and bungalows. His signatures are scenic design
and building inspired by European feels such as Italian and English. He also plans his work in line
with local measures; weather and products. He portraits and explains “space” in each and every
buildings that he designs without having to publish his definition of space. Space is the first
element in architecture that each architect communicates through their work individually. Space
is a combination of various processes and architectural developed theories from 19" century
onwards. This leads to the question for this thesis whether we can reason and understand the
relation of space to explain Geoffrey Bawa’s works. The related architectural framework leads to
the acknowledgment of Geoffrey Bawa’s space, this thesis presents process of space to bring the

basic of Geoffrey Bawa’s work through space.
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In my personal search I have been aware of the past — many periods of the past:
Medieval Italian hill towns with their splendid instinctive massing of buildings which although
varied in purpose and age make a magnificent total picture: great English country houses and
their essential complement of park and garden: Greek, Roman, Mexican and Buddhist ruins, the
Alhambra in Granada, the chapel in Ronchamps, the Mogul forts in Rajasthan, and the
marvelous palace of Padmanabapuram. There are so many. instances when my eye was caught by
landscape, a small unimportant but beautiful building, or a large and splendid one, sometimes
seen for a moment from a_swiftly moving car or train, for a-day or two, or sometimes lives
amongst, like the building in Cambridge and Rome. The beauty of some of these building,
gardens and landscapes leaves a considerable residue of subconscious understanding in the
mind- a help to solve present need: for the right placement of a building on the site: for the need
to frame and emphasize a view-or to-open or construct a space: a wish to get a define degree of
light or shadow in a room. Good building in Sri Lanka has always taken these into account from
temples, monasteries and palace of Anuradhapura, Polonnaruwa, Sigiriya and its water garden
and all the other buildings that followed through the age to the present day. I like to regard all
past and present good architecture in Sri Lanka as just that — good Sri Lanka architecture — for
this is what it is, not narrowly classified as Indian, Portuguese or Dutch, early Sinhalese or
Kandyan or British Colonial, for all the good examples of these periods have taken the country
itself into first account.[62]
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For myself a building can only be understood by moving around and though it and by
experiencing the modulation and feel of the space one move though form the outside into
verandahs, the rooms, passages, courtyard the view from these space into other, view through to
the landscape beyond, and outside the building , view back through rooms into inner rooms and
court.[131]
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One unchanging of all building is the roof- protective, emphatic, and all important-
governing the aesthetic whatever the period, whatever the place. Often a building is only roof,
column, floors- the roof dominant, shielding, giving the contentment of shelter. Ubiquitous,
pervasively present, the scale or pattern shaped by the building beneath. The roof, its shape,
texture and proportion is the strongest visual factor. ...an answer a way of life- a great roof to
drive shade and shelter, open to the drift of air and encompassing view More than functional
building it is first rational building, for it is rational to give presence to both function and form,

to admit beauty and pleasure as well as purpose.[62]
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