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58107206 : Major (ART HISTORY)
Keyword : Assumption, Haripunchai National Museum, bronze Buddha Fragments

MISS WASUNTHARA YUENYONG : THE CONJECTURAL RECONSTRUCTION
AND DATING OF LARGE BRONZE BUDDHA FRAGMENTS IN HARIPUNCHAI
NATIONAL MUSEUM THESIS ADVISOR : PROFESSOR SAKCHAI SAISINGHA, Ph.D.

The fragments of large bronze Buddha images have been recognized in the
collection of the Hariphunchal National Museum in Lamphun Province. The provenances of the
fragments are unknown and there is not much information about the issue. Therefore, several
scholars have got into answering questions about where the origin place of installation of the
images were, and how to date the images. This study was to propose some hypotheses to explain
the conjectural reconstruction-on the images 'fragments and how the images of Buddha can be
dated by means of a comparative study of styles, as well as challenges the previous assumptions
about the matter.

The study yielded some significant results which provide relevant information for
reconstruction on the huge bronze statues of Buddha and their periods of consecration. As a
result, three images of Buddha have been theoretically reconstructed as follows:

1.-The five pieces Nos. 147/18, 148/18, 149/18, 150/18, and 151/18 are considered
to be parts of an image of Buddha which has a height of 205 centimeters, dating back to the 13"
century CE. This statue was possibly placed at the arched niche of Chiang Yan chedi (stupa) in
Wat Phra That Hariphun Chai Temple.

2. The three pieces Nos. 283/18, 473/18, and 474/18 are regarded as parts of the
image of Buddha which has a height of 460 centimeters. It dates to the late 15"-16" century CE. It
might be modelled after the "Attharasa Buddha" of Wat Chedi Luang in Chiang Mai Province.
The two pieces (Nos. 473/18 and 474/18) are undoubtedly fixed with the head one (No. 283/18)
known as "Phra Saen Sawae" Buddha, exhibited in the Hariphunchai National Museum.
Consequently, the previous hypotheses that the image was the same one which was mentioned in
the Wat Phra Yuen inscription can be rejected.

3. The piece No. 472/18 is identified with a part of an image of Buddha in the Lan



Na style. It has a height of 170 centimeters, and the lap (from the right knee to the left one) is 136
centimeters wide. It dates to the late 15" century CE. The Buddha showing the gesture of

subduing Mara, the typically style of Sukhothai image of Buddha, suggests that the Sukhothai

Buddhist art was the inspiration for the Lan Na's image of Buddha.
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