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58007801 : Major (VISUAL ARTS)
Keyword : Gender, Sexuality, Gay, LGBTQ+, Lanna, Pop Culture

MR. KRISSADANK INTASORN : OPAL'S WORLD THESIS ADVISOR
PROFESSOR EMERITUS ITHIPOL THANGCHALOK

The aim of this research project is to analyse the creator’s own development of
knowledge with regard to sexuality and gender that influences his art forms. It emphasizes factors
that influences the styles of his works which can be divided into three periods. Clearly, his oeuvre
is influenced by the confluence between the Lanna culture, in which the creator’s background is
rooted, and the pop culture, especially in the 1990s, which was disseminated across the globe
through television programs, videos and print media. These cultural impacts have constructed and
shaped the creator’s self-identity and creativity. The information with regard to this development

of self-knowledge is accumulated to create the art work under the theme “Opal’s World”.

The creative research project confirms the hypothesis that the study and the creation of
works of visual arts rooted in the culture and tradition of Lanna will not only help to preserve and
increase the value of folk arts, but also improve and modernise the form to correspond with
changing lifestyles of modern people. The project studies LGBTQ+, with a particular emphasis on
gay and homosexuality. The installation picce simulates human cells, the smallest units that store
memories and identities of all living organisms-and human beings. The three main cell structures
represent the three stages of the researcher’s creation. Firstly, cell membrane signifies the present
artistic identity expressed though Lanna pop: paintings. The second component, cytoplasm,
symbolises the past when the researcher had to conceal his own gender identity. Lastly, nucleus
embodies childhood, a period when he did not yet learn to distinguish people along sexual and

gender lines and when he painted black-white cartoon characters on papers.

This creative research project contributes to creation and preservation of contemporary
Thai arts originating from the Lanna culture. Also, it promotes the social acceptance of people
whose gender identities deviate from accepted social norms. Arts serve as a channel to express
thoughts as well as inspiration for young artists who are courageous enough to articulate their own

gender through art works.
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