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MR. KITPISIT YANAKITTINUKUL : THE KHON WISDOM’S LEARNING AND
TRANSMISSION PROCESS TO CONTEMPORARY PERFORMING ART THESIS ADVISOR :
BHEERADHEV RUNGKHUNAKORN, Ed.D.

The objective of this study is to study the learning and Transfer knowledge down process of Khon wisdom from
Khon master and to study the development change of Khon knowledge into contemporary art. A qualitative research is a research
that studies from a specialist by individual in-depth interview. Research method is a partly-structured interview guide for studying an
experience and a viewpoint of the interviewee. The 15 selected interviewees consist of 2 experts and 13 current Khon masters. There are
7 formal-learning masters from performing arts department of Bunditpatanasilpa Institute and 6 non-formal-learing masters which consist
of 3 folk Khon masters from Khon Krucheep band and 3 contemporary Khon masters from Kai KaiKaew Karnlakorn band, 18 monkeys
dance theatre band and Thai Bahn Tukgratoon puppet theatre band one person per band. Raw data would be analyzed and investigated

on triangulation to arrange into descriptive research
The findings of the research consist of

First finding, Learning and passing down the Khon wisdom process can be divided into two issues. The first issue is learning
the Khon wisdom process of Khon master as a student. The second issue is passing down the Khon wisdom process of Khon master as a
teacher. In short, all Khon teachers used to be students that were passed on knowledge of traditional Khon by Ashram’s way of study.
Their teachers are both strict and kind like their parents. They would teach them man to man and the students would do as the teachers
say both in a joint group like a family and separated groups for specific study. They are keen to study because they are fond of Khon.
They improve themselves by their endurance of practice and self-discipline. 3 ways of studying are self-learing, learning from action and
experience and learning resources. Main learning media are personal media like teachers and seniors and Khon props. As for passing down
the Khon wisdom as a teacher, formal-learning masters and non-formal-learning masters have different viewpoints on themselves as
teachers, students, current Khon teaching, pattern of passing down the Khon wisdom, arranging environment in a classroom, instructional
media and problems and solutions of passing down the Khon wisdom. To conclude, the process of passing down the Khon wisdom can
be classified into 6 steps. The first step is readiness of studying including checking the body, need, ability, skill related to Khon wisdom
and willingness to learn from tradition and Ashram’s way of study. 5 dynamic experiential learnings and actions are learning to learn,
learning to do, learning to live with others, learning to improve and learming to be yourself. The second step is seeking knowledge and
guiding yourself. They have to be observant and similar to their model as much as possible. Also, they have to behave themselves and
treat others like family. The second step is improving themselves under teacher’s supervision closely until they are professional at it.
They have to seek chances or support from teachers, seniors, friends, juniors and people involved. The fourth step is to try adapting to
the new point of view of Khon wisdom. The fifth step is to develop yourself by keeping tradition of Khon by formal-learning master and
to develop yourself on your own by non-formal-learning master. The sixth step is to learn the passing down process and to pass down to

interested people by performing and teaching in your own institution.

Second finding, the development change of Khon wisdom into contemporary art can be classified into two issues.
The first issue is the viewpoint of Khon master on Khon wisdom. The second issue is the development change of Khon wisdom into
contemporary art. Formal-learning master and non-formal-learning master have different viewpoints on 6 aspects which are ceremony,
performance, music and dialogue, art, background and stage and show arrangement. There are shows and teaching to pass down Khon
wisdom that reflect on the development change of Khon wisdom into contemporary art in all of folk Khon, traditional Khon and modern

contemporary Khon.
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