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MISS  RATCHANEEPORN BOONSALUB : STYLES AND CONCEPTS OF
COMMEMORATIVE FANS (PHAT SANGKET) IN THE REIGN OF KING RAMA V TO KING
RAMA X THESIS ADVISOR : ASSISTANT PROFESSOR PATSAWEESIRI PREAMKULANAN,
Ph.D.

The objective of this research was to study patterns and concept of designs of the
commemorative fans in the reign of King Rama V to King Rama IX used by the Kings, royalties,
and noble family members (who were not royalties). The researcher gathered the
commemorative fans from the reign of King Rama V .to King Rama IX of which designs and
patterns characterized the work of one important artist, H.R.H. Prince Narisara Nuwattiwong, and
other contemporary artists whose names were anonymous. Then, the researcher was able to
categorize the commemorative fans into groups, which are commemorative fans decorated with

the Kings’ signatures, the royalties’ and nobilities” initials, and those with figures and symbols.

The research indicates that the patterns and concept of designs of the commemorative
fans from the two groups are similar. The designs were consecutively developed by several

influences such as;

1. Roles and. lifestyles of the direct owners (the patterns appearing on the fan were

always related to the owners)

2. The artists (the pattern on fans were greatly influenced by the artists’ preference)

3. International relations and technology imported in Rattanakosin period (It was found
that the commemorative fans from a certain period had western artistic influences and were

produced by new technology such as lithography which created a different style of pattemns).

The development of the patterns and designs of the commemorative fans in each
categorization i.e., King, royalties and noble family members reflects different influences from
different periods. The importance of a commemorative fan was to be a memorial and to gain
merit to its owner, therefore we always see a relation between the artistic styles and the owner’s

life in many aspects.
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