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MR. THREEPAK PATTARASUMUN : THE SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION OF MEANING,
SOURCE OF MEANING AND THE GOOD PRACTICAL WAYS TO PROMOTE PARTICIPATION
IN VOLUNTARY ACTIVITIES OF MAHIDOL UNIVERSITY INTERNATIONAL COLLEGE
STUDENTS THESIS ADVISOR : ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR PITAK SIRIWONG, Ph.D.

The purposes of this study were to study 1) the meaning and the source of the
meaning of voluntary mind, 2) condition of voluntary activities, and 3) practical ways to
promote participation in voluntary activities of Mahidol University International College
students. The qualitative research aimed to create a theory from actual phenomenon with
a grounded theory approach. The sample included 21 participants (17 students, 2
lecturers, and 2 staff from Mahidol University International College) selected by using the
purposive sampling technique: The qualitative data were analyzed using the “ Provalis
Research’ s QDA Miner Lite Text Analysis Software” . The finding revealed that key
informants categorized the meaning of ‘voluntary. mind into 3 significant definitions: 1)
doing good things without expecting anything in return, 2) doing good things for the
benefits of the society, and- 3) doing good things without bothering yourself and others.
And the condition of student volunteer activity-in the format of volunteer activity
participation consisted of 3 levels: 1) faculty level 2) university level and 3) external level.
Problems that occurred from conducting a volunteer activity were found in three areas
including 1) communication and teamwork, 2) failure to follow the activity regulations, and
3) planning and organizing. Reasons. for not participating in"a voluntary activity were 1) the
activity does not interest the students, 2) thelack of friends joining the activity, 3) the
discomfort in performing the activity, and 4) prejudice against the activity. The practical
ways to promote participation in voluntary activities consisted of 3 ways: 1) the
effectiveness in the process of promoting the activity must be effective, 2) the survey and
design of the activity should coincide with students’ interests, and 3) the university should
offer a program to educate students of volunteerism and voluntary activities and mandate

the participation in a voluntary activity as the requirement for their graduation.
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