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60208306 : Major (Thai for Career Development)
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MR. SATHIT SONGSUP : CONCEPTUAL METAPHOR OF THE FIRST WIFE AND
MISTRESS IN THAI TELEVISION SOAP OPERA THESIS ADVISOR : ASSISTANT PROFESSOR
SOMCHAI SUMNIENGNGAM, Ph.D.

This present study aimed to study the conceptual metaphors of the wife
and the mistress in Thai soap operas based on Lakoff and Johnson’s notions in 1980
and explore Thais’ perspectives towards the wife and the mistress through
metaphors. The data were collected from five Thai soap operas: Dok Som See
Thong, Rang Ngao, Samee Tee Tra, Pa Di Wa Rad Da, and Plerng Boon on the

website, www.thairath.co.th.

The findings revealed that there were nine conceptual metaphors relating to
the wife in Thai soap operas including 1) the food, 2) the angel or goddess, 3) the
useful thing, 4) the value object, 5) the precious flower, 6) the coldness, 7) the sun,
8) the house, and 9) the charisma. As for the conceptual metaphors of the mistress
in Thai soap operas, 15 expressions were found. The mistress was regarded as 1) the
food, 2) the disease, 3) the dirt, 4) the cruel creature, 5) the worthless thing, 6) the
unfortunate thing, 7) the useless and vivid flower, 8) the fire, 9) the demon, 10) the
actress, 11) the culprit, 12) the unwanted organ, 13) the disaster, 14) the game or toy,
and 15) the enemy. Furthermore, the perspectives of Thais on the wife using
metaphors were divided into four" views. First, the wife was the precious and
praiseworthy person. Second, the wife was the important person of the family. Third,
the wife was the generous and positive person. Lastly, the wife was not the sexually
attractive person. Regarding the perspectives of Thais on the mistress using
metaphors, it was found that the mistress was firstly considered scary and dangerous.
Secondly, the mistress used her beauty to seduce men. Thirdly, the mistress was

useless. Finally, the mistress was disgusting.
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