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VICHOLLADA YIMYAM: IMAGE OF FAMILY IN S.E.A. WRITE AWARD'S NOVELS. THESIS
ADVISOR: AREEYA HUTINTA, Ph.D. 257 pp.

The purpose of this thesis were 1) to study the image of a family in S.E.A Write Award’s novels
and 2) to point out that social, cultural and economic change in Thai society affected the image of the
family in S.E.A Write Award’s novels. Seven S.E.A Write Award’s novels, which have an outstanding
characteristic in depicting the family relationship and the development of relationship since the parental
generation to first filial generation, i.e. Look I-san, Poon Pid Thong, Vela, Amata, Chang Samran,
Kwam Suk Kong Krati, and Lablae, Kaengkhoi were selected to study and analyze.

The result of analysis showed that the image of the family in S.E.A Write Award’s novels were
categorized into two main images such as 1) the image of family in original community and
2) the image of the family in urban society. Look I-san written by Kampoon Boontawee was the only one
from the seven novels presenting.the-image of family in-original community which was an agricultural
society. The interesting feature of agricultural society was-that people in the community will assist and
encourage each other in accordance with the system of the extended family and division of work within
the family. In contrast, the rest of novels reflected the image of the family in.urban society which can be
divided into 2 types of nuclear family, i.e. 1) Elementary family and 2) Incomplete family. In the first
type of family, the writers presented the image of family in a negative way.-In other words, if parents
lacked a morality and neglected to.take care of their children or preferred working to staying with the
child, it may affect a child’s behavior until becoming a social problem::In the second type of family,
writer presented a paradoxical point.of view that in some cases, although the child will grow up in
incomplete family, they were able to survive and had a better life if people living in the community or
relatives gave a hand to take care of them.

When studying the role'of family member in S.E.A Write Award’s novels, i.e. father, mother,
child and senior relatives in-accordance with social factor such as gender, age and class, the result of
the study showed that in-rural society, gender and age were the crucial factor for determining the role
and responsibility of family member... On the other hand, in‘urban society, the change of social-cultural
context driven by the idea of Capitalism-and-Middle class’s social values pushed social class to become
the important factor covering gender-and age factor. The result of-study also revealed that a middle
class was the influential group.for.creating form and way of.life-becoming the most accepted one in
urban society. However, even though the iidea of Capitalism was the main culprit eroding moral
conscience and causing the distance of relationship_in family, it cannot deny that this idea supported
and encouraged step mother having intellectual and social-capital-to create the social network and be
the representative of busy mother for taking care of the child.

Although seven S.E.A Write Award’s novels selected and analyzed by researcher will be only
some works of male writers and female writers (4. males, ‘3 females), it can be summarized that the
gender difference of writers can affect the aspect and presentation.of a family image. That is to say that
most of male writers will not present.the explicit way for solving.the family problem but they chose to
only show the reader realizing the situation-and-violence of family problem. In addition, male writers
tended to have a violent aspect and attitude, i.e. the family problem will become worse if people lacked
the guilty conscience. Meanwhile, female writers will have a compromising attitude with the idea that
family problem can be solved and fixed if family member and everybody in the community understood
each other and joined hand to solve the problem.

Department of Thai Graduate school, Silpakorn University
Student's signature..........cccci Academic Year 2015

Thesis Advisor's signature...........ccooooeiiiiiiiiiee
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