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MISS WARISARA GROTINTAKOM : TAMRA KHOTCHAKAM : TEXTUAL STUDY
AND RE-ARRANGEMENT OF REPRESENTATIVE TREATISE FROM MANUSCRIPTS THESIS
ADVISOR : U-TAIN WONGSATHIT, Ph.D.

Tamra Khotchakam is the treatise on the training and control of elephants,
and is among the body of knowledge known as the Khotchasart, consisting of the
Khotchalak and Khotchakam. The objective of this dissertation is to study the
composition of original manuscripts, assess the overall content of Tamra
Khotchakam, and ultimately recompose an arrangement using manuscripts. The
study analyzes 60 manuscripts in the animal category in the manuscript collection of

the National Library of Thailand.

The study of manuscript composition shows that most manuscripts
of Tamra Khotchakam are labelled Tamra Khi Chang. Most manuscripts were written
on Samut Thai Dam (traditional Thai black-paper manuscripts) and had the standard
of Thai manuscripts, written. by gamboge pencil and realgar. There are a couple
manuscript still in_excellent condition. Most manuscripts were received from the
Cabinet Secretariat Department. The two oldest manuscripts, Samut Phra Tamrap
Khichang manuscript No.75 and No.85, are specifically dated as 1814 CE, during the

reign of King Rama Il. However, the scribe of the manuscript is not mentioned.

The study results show that the content of Tamra Khotchakam can be
categorized into four categories. These include the techniques of elephant capturing,
techniques of elephant training, techniques of elephant health care, and ritual
practices. Most content deals with the training of elephants. The researcher was able
to process all content from the Khotchakam and to re-arrange a representative

treatise in full.
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