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61107206 : Major (ART HISTORY)
Keyword : Chinese Shrine, Chinese Sculpture, Overseas Chinese, Chiang Mai

MR. MEDHIPONG RUJIRASIRIKUL : CHINESE SHRINES IN MUEANG CHIANG MAI:
STYLES AND CONCEPTS OF RELIGIOUS ARTWORKS OF THE OVERSEA CHINESE
BETWEEN THE LATE 19TH CENTURY TO THE LATE 20TH CENTURY THESIS ADVISOR :
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR ACHIRAT CHAIYAPOTPANIT, Ph.D.

This research is intended to study the art styles and concepts of architecture, art styles
and beliefs of Chinese gods and sculptures of Chinese shrines in Mueang Chiang Mai, and to
produce a set of information for cultural tourism and local studies in the future. The study was
conducted using documents, books, and-previous research, together with the field survey of
Chinese shrines in Mueang Chiang Mai and-the other areas, as well as doing the interviews with
relevant sources. The data was collected and analyzed using the research methodology of art

history before concluding the summary was prepared.

The research found that most of the overseas Chinese in Mueang Chiang Mai are
Teochew, Hainanese, Hakka, and Cantonese who migrated to Mueang Chiang Mai during the late
19th to 20th centuries. Therefore, most of the Chinese shrines-in Mueang Chiang Mai were built
between the late 19th century to the late 20th century. The art styles and concept of
construction are a mixture of Southern Chinese architecture, which is the ancestral land of the
overseas Chinese in Mueang Chiang Mai, such as the building plans, structural designs and
decoration, combined. with the ‘modern. technigues and materials, and evolved into a simple

style following the popularity of the buildings.in this generation:

The Chinese sculptures were found in both the traditional style, which resembles the
Southern Chinese style, and the modern sculptural style. According to the age of the shrines, the
modern sculpture style is predominant. The deities in numerous shrines reflect the ancestral
beliefs of the patrons. Thai and local beliefs were also integrated into the Chinese shrines, e.g.
the worship of the spirits of the Chiang Mai monarchy and the worship of the Thai spirit house.
Thus, the Chinese shrine in Chiang Mai reflects the changing art styles and concepts of
architecture, sculpture and belief depending on the period of construction. Although stability and
practicality were paramount, the patrons also harmoniously combined the elements of Chinese

art in their shrines in Mueang Chiang Mai.
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