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MR. SUWIT MIDUM : SOUND ART: AESTHETIC OF VOICE IN RELIGIOUS SPACE
THESIS ADVISOR : INSTRUCTOR TOEINGAM GUPTABUTRA, Ph.D.

| was born a Muslim and have spent my entire life in an Islamic community in Pravet,
Bangkok. The majority of people in this community are Muslims. Every day, we conduct religious
activities in accordance with Islamic principles, and our lives are inextricably linked to the
mosque, which is a religious structure within the community. Members of the community hear
the call to prayer five times a day: before dawn, noon, late afternoon, just after sunset, and at
dusk. This sound from the mosque is known as the Adhan, and it is a melodious and beautiful

sound that reflects the people's faith and belief in Allah, their beloved God.

In the past decades, capitalists -acquired the neighboring areas and developed them
into housing projects withhundreds of dwellings.. The majority of the individuals who have
moved into these dwellings are Buddhist Thais.: Even though a 5-meter wall separated the
Muslim community from the housing development, it was unable to muffle the sounds of the
call to prayer and religious activities at the mosque. Several people complained about the noise.
| could not help but marvel how a lovely sound that urges people to pray and do good things

could be a source of discomfort for individuals of other faiths.

This research aims to study Islamic architecture and sounds inside the mosque, as well
as the psychology of sound. and perception,. in-order to create sound art that illustrate the

aesthetic of the call of prayer (Adhan) and other prayers performed within Islamic structures.

As a result, two sound arts have been produced: Sound, Religious Architecture, and
Faith 1 and Sound, Religious Architecture, and Faith 2. These pieces depict physical forms and
empty spaces that encourage the listener to hear the sound, its meaning, and its feeling.
Acoustics can be controlled and determined by physical shapes and empty areas. I'd like to title
this piece Aural Visual Art. There has not been a lot of this type of work in Thailand. Thus, | want

to continue studying and creating work in this style.
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Bernhard Leitner 1969

S§ O U NDCUTGBE

|

v
Movements of sound as tool to create and to characterize space.The soundcube

allows one to achieve this.64 loudspeakers on each of the sides of the xxxxx
soundcube,The sound is programmed to travel from loudspeaker to loudspeaker.
Ton-Bewegung als Mittel Raeume zu formen und zu charakterisieren. AXXXXXX
Tonwuerfel ist ein Geruest dafuer.64 Lautsprecher an jeder der 6 Flaechenxxx
Ton wandert von L zu L yJje nach i XXAXX

1 Brian Currid, “Bernhard Leitner Earspacebodysound” Georg Kargl Fine Arts Exhibition, March

15-May 4, 2011 (n.p., 2011), n. pag.



Bernhard Leitner 1969

§ 0 UNDCUTGBE

L 9
1\T

Sounds circling alternately at four differrpt levels.Speed,pitch or directior
may each change. ;
Vier Ton-Kreise,abwechselnd,in verschiedener Hoehe,Geschwindigkeit,Tonhoehe
und Richtung des Kreisens aendern sich;

v

Bernhard Leitner 1969

S O UNDCUGBE

.
Ha

%
One three dimensional line of sound developing between the loudspeakers/ xx
space is created by and fades away with the travelling sound. XXXXXXXXXXXX
EBine freie,dreidinensionale Ton-Linie,von Lautsprecher zu Lautsprecher xxxx
wanderndiRaun entsteht und vergeht mit dieser Ton-Linie als Begrenzung. Xxx

g 5 AMwemeladeuiivesdes Soundcube (1969)
AN : https://socks-studio.com/2012/01/21/bernhard-leitners-soundcube-1969

WADUoTUN 5 WewAIAY 2565
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Bernhard Leitner 1969
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Sound develops in a spatial spiral line XXXXXXXXXXXXXX Ton-Raum-Spirale

Bernhard Leitner 1969

$ OV ¥NDCUSBE
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A 6 AMwensiedeuiivesides Soundcube (1969)
AN : https://socks-studio.com/2012/01/21/bernhard-leitners-soundcube-1969
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Bernhard Leitner 1969
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Network of sound in space. XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX Raeumliches Ton-Netz.
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AN 7 Amemsiedeuiivedides “Soundcube” (1969) Sound Art
AN : https://socks-studio.com/2012/01/21/bernhard-leitners-soundcube-1969
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Bernhard Leitner 1969

S§ O U NDCUTBRE

':c
|

|

(]

Ll

'

e

u"#

“. — = >
erng et
Wissssos 3

AN
e.
V| e

s

AMd 8 nwsansiedeufiveudes “Soundcube” (1969) Sound Art
AINRN : https://socks-studio.com/2012/01/21/bernhard-leitners-soundcube-1969
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ANT 9 AN MNTAFBUNVBWES “Soundcube” (1969) Sound Art

AR @ https://socks-studio.com/2012/01/21/bernhard-leitners-soundcube-1969
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Susan Philipsz
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16 Susan Philipsz, War Damaged Musical Instruments, accessed February 20, 2021, available

from https://www.tate.org.uk/whats-on/tate-britain/exhibition/susan-philipsz-war-damaged-mus
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AN 10 AATTUTNE@SSUASIAY NHaY “War Damaged Musical Instruments”
2014 Sound Instaltation. w9 0.57

AN ¢ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kf2YzuTDVCA

AN 11 AAsTuAnE@sasiAgd NHasU “War Damaged Musical Instruments”

2014 Sound Installation. w7 0.20

AINRN @ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nckTOLgEqoY


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kf2YzuTDVCA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nckT0LqEqoY
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AT 12 nINNSRRRAERT FINRAIN “War Damaged Musical Instruments”
2014 Sound Installation. Tate Britain London , United Kingdom wiid 0.17

NINRN : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XwjHmNpOaPM

AT 13 wsRndades 1nNaL War Damaged Musical Instruments
2014 Sound Installation. Tate Britain London , United Kingdom Wit 0.18

NINRN : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XwjHmNpOaPM


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XwjHmNp0aPM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XwjHmNp0aPM
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AT 14 INNNSRARAEEL 9IAREIIW “War Damaged Musical Instruments”
2014 Sound Installation. Tate Britain London , United Kingdom mﬁ‘ﬁ 0.19

AINRN : hittps//www.youtube.com/watch?v=XwjHmNpOaPM

AWM 15 ANATAARLLEY 91NNA9U “War Damaged Musical Instruments”

2014 Sound Installation. Tate Britain London , United Kingdom Wiif 0.49

AINRN @ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XwjHmNpOaPM


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XwjHmNp0aPM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XwjHmNp0aPM
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Janet Cardiff

Janet Cardiff [uAalus1ILANIAT 191191 A8 UIURARISZUULEEY haztas
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ANA 16 WaU “The Storm Room”

2014 Sound Installation. mﬁ‘ﬁ 0.27

AINRN ¢ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ijxCvbRKalE The Strom Room 2014

Y Janet Cardiff, Artworks Janet Cardiff, accessed February 20, 2021, available from https://www.
tate.org.uk/art/artists/janet-cardiff-4499.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ijxCvbRKa1E
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mwﬁ 17 Wa9u “The Storm Room”.
2014 Sound Installation. ‘mﬁ‘ﬁ 0.09

AN : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ijxCvbRKalE The Strom Room

mwﬁl 18 Wad1U “The Storm Room” 2014 Sound Installation. u’lﬁﬁ 0.10

ANN : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ijxCvbRKalE The Storm Room


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ijxCvbRKa1E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ijxCvbRKa1E
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paaufivinli Cardiff 1 ufi¥an lussduana Aonasu sufindsszuuides "Forty
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8 Thomas Tallis, Janet Cardiff The Forty Part Motet The Forty Part Motet (A reworking of
“Spem in Alium,” by Thomas Tallis 1556), accessed February 21, 2021, available from

https://www.moma.org/collection/works/87291



https://www.moma.org/collection/works/87291
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Al 19 "Forty Part Motet” 2001 Sound Installation. wififi 0.14

AN ¢ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bA yUW-UBfg

Al 20 “Forty Part Motet” 2001 Sound Installation. wififl 0.14

AN ¢ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bA yUW-UBfg


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bA_yUW-UBfg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bA_yUW-UBfg
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awdi 21 “Forty Part Motet” 2001 Sound Installation. Wi 0.39
AN https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bA yUW-UBfg
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