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60114210 : Major (EPIGRAPHIC IN THAI AND ORIENTAL LANGUAGES)
Keyword : Royal Letters, King Mongkut, Essence, Usage of diplomatic language

MISS PRATSANEEPORN PHLAYKUMNERD : A STUDY OF ESSENCE AND USAGE
OF DIPLOMATIC LANGUAGE IN ROYAL LETTERS IN THE REIGN OF KING RAMA IV THESIS
ADVISOR : ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR ORAWAN BUNYARITH, Ph.D.

This study investigated the physical appearance, the essence and the usage of
diplomatic language of 75 royal letters during the reign of King Mongkut (King Rama V) consisting
of 64 royal letters to the heads of states of the western countries, and 11 royal letters from
those countries. The study of the physical appearance showed that the royal letters were written
in Thai traditional book [Thai long book made from Khoi paper], also known as Samuttheufao,
with Rattanakosin and Roman scripts. There are 3 script patterns; scribble script, scribble-clear
script and clear script. Error correction was done in-many ways such as rubbing out, marking
circles or underlining the mistakes, as well as adding corrections above or under those errors. In
terms of orthography, the words used in the letters had similar spellings to the modern language;
however, some consonants, vowels or tone marks positioning were slightly shifted. There is no
indentation for each paragraph: In addition, ancient symbols were used for the purpose of beauty
and neatness. The obvious symbol found is the great crown symbol representing the name of

King Mongkut.

The results-of the essence were as follows: 1) The essence found in the drafts had
more details than that in official royal letters and their copy, mostly concerning the process of
writing the royal letters. 2) The letters’ essence could be categorized into 4 parts. 2.1) The
process of writing the royal letters, the finding revealed that King Mongkut mostly drafted the
letters, in Thai by himself before being approved by the royal commission. After receiving an
approval, the royal scribe copied content in the royal letters. For the English version, King
Mongkut translated and wrote every royal letter himself. 2.2) Diplomatic ceremonial and
protocol, the royal receptions, the preparation for the procession of the royal letter, the royal
audience, the presentation of the letter, and the appointment ambassadors of Siam and western
countries were mentioned. 2.3) The tribute, pictures were the most popular gifts. Additionally,
other royal gifts like Siamese apparels, the Emerald Buddha image painted partition, and
Rajawadi-style golden inkwell with elephant-shape ink cap illustrated that Siam was rich in
natural resources, cultural heritage and local wisdom. The royal letters were also considered as
royal gifts since they were engraved on the golden plates accompanied by the exquisite and
valuable gold containers. The heads of states of the western countries usually sent some

technological artifacts, such as the device for transmitting messages (magnetic telegraph like) and



printing machines. In return, Siam also sent some products made out of the western artifacts, for
instance, daguerreotype and coins from coin-operated machines. 2.4) Treaty of amity and
commerce, under the influence of the Great Britain, Siam was forced to sign the new treaty
resulting in changes in the country’s foreign policy. After the first treaty, Siamese government
agreed to sign other treaties with many western countries under the similar terms of agreement

made with the Great Britain.

The usage of diplomatic language in the royal letters can be categorized into 4 parts. 1)
Self-introduction and the purpose of communication, King Mongkut introduced himself with his
full title, followed by the name of the country and its territory, whereas, the heads of states of
western countries usually stated with his or her names and mentioned God’s mercy. The
purpose of the royal letters was to cultivate friendly relationships with western countries. 2)
Diplomatic etiquette, in the royal letters, King Mongkut expressed his gratitude after receiving
gifts. He also stated that he expected those tributes to be tokens of friendship among the
nations. Apart from that, the king expressed condolences and-conveyed his worry when there
was no response from western countries. 3) Diplomatic persuasion. diplomatic language was used
to pave the way for establishing the treaty of amity and-commerce. 4) The letter closing, it was
found that King Mongkut and the heads of states of western countries ended the royal letters by
sending their regards and expressing expectation to-maintain the relationship in the future.
Nevertheless, the statements showing admiration toward western countries were only found in
royal letters of Siam. The date and place may or may not be mentioned. Moreover, the date in

Thai royal letter was written based on the solar-and lunar calendars.
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wnAafhianldluedded 1 2 daw fe wnfansnwiiemeienansaavane
) (Archive Diplomatics) ¥®4 Luciana Duranti (838 8nmunnaa, 2549) snAnwdnuae

[

ANPUBNVBIUBNEANT LA8UINENA1TIATIZNLEMT (Content Analysis) 119aUSELANAISHOY
- ¢ o a A aa Aa ° 14

Mnulunsesvardu wazdwuiAangulisn1sya (Protocol Theory) NFNTTIULA FA N
(2535) $13lu “MsyaszuuNITNe” AnwINsldnvmaensye Weliiiulasiasisuay
WamnuiwlaingUszasAlunisaniuuleuienienisynegelifavswaziuuuunisdeu

ﬁazﬁauiﬁlﬂumﬂ%mmmqmamvmashmmuh FauanaliAun19LASoUNISUD
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wszumanhanszaoundniegiirlunisiniiuulouigseninaus smeaed 198Ul lned
swazdeauoluil

2.1 WWIRANISANEIIATIZABNEITIANUEUA (Archive Diplomatics)
LLu’JaﬂmiﬁﬂwﬁLﬂ'ﬁ’]zﬁLaﬂa”ﬁﬁmMmEJLWJI (Archive Diplomatics) ¥84 Luciana
Duranti \Jun1sAnwuwnaside (genesis) #39n158319 (creation) anwag (form) waynis
fhevendeya (transmission) Yesienansanvsnemmusazatiy eusslevilunisusziiuel
NNy LagyinAasuly
ngwf Archive Diplomatics 484 Luciana Duranti S1uundnuazionaiseanidy
2 @3 AR 1) dNUATLONANTAIEUDN NIBENYAUTNNNIYAINYBLBNATT 2) ANYMLLENENT
nelu vsednuenagiaaveendls
2.1.1 ANWAZAIYUIN VTOANBASNINIYATNYBABNENT
dnwazniouen 1usudnuazvsdtenaisiuiiulddisaion Tnel
Sududoseudeyaluienans iy detiudin fa8nws awn asrseiiu mam
2.1.1.1 Hotfuiin (Medium) iuduiidnu iR fuingildlunstuin
foua 19U n3zany Wi U9 @ mawienan uaznisdaguuuuiiionstiudin
2.1.1.2 fdnes (Script) Wuduiidnwidnsazveinsifou vieasile

Msnguuenas saudamin msuiludiie Wudiu

'
=Y

2.1.1.3 A% (Language) Anwidosaufitufinifiedoniny wae
sUuuulassadrsmanwnildlunsduiin

2.1.1.4 w30amaneanie (Special signs) fo ﬁauﬁuamﬁq;ﬁﬁm%ﬂu
Msviienans wusldl 2 Usein loun indessnouansdeiiTou gasumvosienans
LAYLAT DI EULARIT M4

2.1.1.5 asseitu (Seals) Ao dnydnwal vide Wiesmneiusnguuenans

2.1.1.6 ussadiial (Annotations) \uten1u nisinTonunei
Usingiiudnmilivosienans wisld 3 Ussim fe

1) fomnuvideiaiomneiiusnguulenaisniendanisiaviienais
ISeUTosua WU NIaININSUTELeNENS

2) ToANUNTBLATRIMNIENUITINYUULDNETT TENTNNTTUIUNIS

USMNTNULONETT LTU NITERUIULNDSUNTIU



24

3) %’amww‘%am%wmsﬁﬂmﬂgumaﬂms fdnslenansvie
mhonuanmnevadouludieusslonilumguaine uaznisufu oy
wuneidouvenilade 11-00n L@UNITIMUNNGUONETT
2.1.2 dnwaznely visednwasneiidygyivasenans
Hudusznouvesenarsisndudossrwinnutile uaziasgiluns

thiaueliom saustdauh dauileiFes uazduievesenas
2.1.2.1 dauth (Protocal) ludiufiuensteazidensiie 9 vosginvin
lonans adseneude

1) ¥anszanw (Entitling) Usznousie Te shums ey wosgeen
LONANS 3B

2) 304 (Title) TorSoswoonas

3) Juil (Date) Yu ifiou T Adnvienans uavaniuimiierdedlu
N59AILeNENS

4) ¥ NIBHINMNBNETT (Superscript) Usznauniy o 7
ouaavEL vieddaviienats fuenaisedndlutiogtudniareg

Y

NUFIUVBIIINTEANY
5) ¥9891u 3eEFutensns (Inscript) Usznaude Je flegues
MNIMUNTOLTULENENT
6) AT U (Salutation) DENLTUAINGNITANIY UAAIAIIULATITN
NIDDINT
7) wade (Subject) @ruilnansindutonansiieniudedle deenns
doasizessnila
2.1.2.2 dauiilen (Text) iudufinansgnuszasduosgdninonans
Thdundngrunssidunu Wudndifenudfgannvesenans deuunlddsd
1) unii1 (Preamble) \udruiuansloigfuauls uazgslalaigsu
rGAGRREIZMM
2) darnu (Notification) (udiuiiuansfauudn gauszasd
3) fadune (Exposition) uduiluanammnaifioatuayumsnsih
4) n1safiunis (Disposition) LHudirufiuansnisindulaiie

ANLHUIU
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5) a8 (Final clause) WHudruvingvaaiion a1unsaduundeya

¥

awield @e (a) Clauses of injunction Aedeauiinansdemnusndufises

a wa o

UFTRnuM&s, (o) Clauses of prohibition Aetammiiiansderiuililviaziie
Fo9fU, (0) Clauses of derogation Aetaniufinansdaninusnduiides
nsnaetsfy, (d) Clauses of exception fateauiinansdeuly nseniiu
T§4a09fv, (e) Clauses of obligation Aataaruiiwanadaausniuiiges
\sWFENsNIEYIveInguAn, () Clauses of renunciation AeteAuTiuand
Aniugeuliesnidnans wiensiSeniesdns, (¢ Clauses of warning A
Fommiiuansnsidon vioadny dlivfuRmudds & 2 Uszian fenns
anUut s IUsEai uagnsszylnesuaiy, (h) Promissory clauses fie

| v

%’ammﬁﬁmaﬁdmﬂﬁswﬁauﬂgwﬂgummmmm

2.1.2.3 dauiing (Eschatocol) Ldudiuanvinevasionans eusznause

1) clauses of corroboration fia Yearufianuisarunldidie
SUTRIANNILTIATI98LBNENT LWL YA21U “Signed and Sealed” %39 “I
have hereunto set my Hand and Seal of Office” Husu

2) Appreciation Ao Uszlaafluanirinua1anis 1w “looking
forward to” %30 “I hope” WOusiu

3) Complimentary clauses A9 Useloafiuanannnuiansm wu
“Sincerely Yours”

4) Attestation Ao miaﬂawﬁa%a%arﬁﬁLﬁm%aﬁ’umiaaﬂ
LONENT

5) Qualification of Signature fio d@uflLansdasiiunies
wesaneiiode

6) Secretary notes Ag ﬁauﬁuﬂmmaﬁa%%a@ WY

2.2 nufWsn159n (Protocol Theory)

INTIIUIA G0N (2535: 133-191) LALAUORLIANTBINULEIIINNIEY “NTEUIUNTT
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umsnasanflunisiesamnulissnasnisadsduiuslunIoufnofuseninelssine
vndaFennszuaunisii “I0n9m3ye” (Diplomatically) iesanlunisiasnnaiies
vidomsAadeduiusszniteUszina denerdenmanalutiadudfyunnnindadodu sy

[ Aa o ! A = 1
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fo mnuduSuUELATE adednslddedny warayujsuianuuidsuuuu ity
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ANNALLaIlUNER
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2.2.1 n159inn18 (Greeting)
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a Ao va v ° o I Y oa @ vy va a
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Uszendl 393n3dnued gnnw (2535) wualilumilsde “nmsyassuunisyn”
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2.2.2 msApuiutug (Reception)

v Y

ausudud danuvunemunauynsuatusviuninganiu w.m.2554
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o 1 1
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2.2.5 msaaud (Lobby)
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