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MISS PEARL POMIL : A STUDY OF TESTIMONIAL KHMER NOVELS IN THE KHMER
ROUGE PERIOD THESIS ADVISOR : ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR ORAWAN BUNYARITH, Ph.D.

The purpose of this thesis was to study 5 Khmer testimonial literatures in the
Khmer Rouge regime (1975-1979) which were “Ongkar Noreak (The Leaders from Hell)”,
“kounkrabey manosancettana (The sentimental Buffalo)”, “robob maccuriec (Death
Regime)”, “kroaom damnaoq tuek plieng (Under the drops of falling rain)”, and
“ganusawarey nonduel 32 (Memory of Area 32)”. Each writer has conveyed his or her
experiences during the Khmer rouge arrogated Cambodia. Khmer people were
confined, laboured, and brutally tortured by the Khmer rouge. The Khmer testimonial
literatures have reflected the bitterness, the torment, and the agony of Khmer people.
In addition, it has also reminded Khmer people not to forget this cruel incident and

help each other to protect this incident to happen again.

The analysis of the components of the Khmer novels reveals that have 3
novels have only main plot whereas 2 novels also insert the sub-plot for intensifying
the story of main characters to get more interesting. The characters can be separated
into the main characters and the opposing characters. The main characters who were
the new people living in. Phnom Penh and being moved forcibly to the rural areas are
demeaned by the Khmer rouge. The opposing characters are the Khmer rouge and
base people. The Khmer rouge characters commit brutal acts against both new and
base Khmer people, and the base people are the villagers in rural areas supporting
Khmer rouge to battle with United States of America. Some of them disdained the
new people. The scenery in the novels presents can be divided into 3 parts based on
time and place; which are 1) the Khmer rouge had arrogated Phnom Penh before April
17" 1975, presenting the turbulent situation when the Khmer rouge seized power in
Cambodia. 2) the Khmer rouge regime (April 17" 1975 — January 7™ 1979), the writers
demonstrated the scene in rural areas such as decadent old houses, narrow shelters,
schools as the place to whip the children to work, and the unhygienic hospitals. 3)

Kampuchean United Front for National Salvation (KUFNS), supported by the



Vietnamese army invaded Cambodia and liberated people in the rural areas. The
writers showed turbulent scenes of fights between the Khmer rouge and the
Vietnamese army, people escaping from the battlefield and evacuating back to their
homeland. As for the language usage, there were some terminologies reflecting the
Khmer Rouge regime, depiction the situations in the Khmer rouge regime which reflects
the writer’s ability of language usage. In addition, some writers used the elegant
language, Pali-Sanskrit loan words, meanwhile another used the simple language but

illustrated the situation in that period clearly.

The reflection in the Khmer novels studied are divided into 3 periods which
is related to the scenery; 1) the situation before April 17™ 1975 reflected the turbulent
situation when the Khmer rouge seized power in Cambodia. as the Khmer rouge
military trying to overthrow the republican regime; 2) the Khmer rouge regime (from
April 17" 1975 — January 7" 1979) mirrored the Khmer rouge brutally assaulted Khmer
people, for instance, using a firearm to intimidate people, forcing the people to work
hard and forcing arrange marriage on citizens. Moreover, the Khmer Rouge tortured
Khmer people with whip, the cruelty of such act was beyond humanly possible. and
3) After January 71" 1979, many rural areas in Cambodia was still tempestuous because
the Khmer rouge had still arrogated and- influenced in rural areas even Vietnamese

army had already invaded to liberate Phnom Penh on January 7" 1979.
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