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MISS SUPALAK HOMCHUEN : A STUDY OF SOCIAL PROBLEMS IN SAOWARI’S
LITERARY WORKS THESIS ADVISOR : NANTAWAN SUNTHONPARASATHIT, Ph.D.

This thesis aims to study social problems and social contexts in the Saowari’s literary works,
and to analyze Soawari’s social perception appearing in the literary works. By investigating 60 literary works

of Saowari in 1999 to 2017, the works can be categorized into three novels and fifty-seven short stories.

The result reveals that social problem can be divided into three groups. Firstly, the violence
against women is presented through female characters. Saowari takes the sexual assault, abortion, and
domestic violence as serious problems. The female characters, in this group, are presented as victims of
violence. Saowari criticizes the myth of sexual assault by projecting settings and offender characters. It
projects that the motivation of sexual assault is not caused by the women, but it is caused by the men
who are unable to control their own sexual desires. The women are physically and mentally offended.
Besides, Saowari also projects the-myth of social virtues dominating the women to perceive that abortion
is guilty without considering that they are victims of sexual assault. In family, the female characters, in the
works, project that women are imprisoned-in the roles of wife and mother. They suffer with the cheating

on, physical violence, HIV infection, and-expectation as ideal mother.

Secondly, ignorance causes the problems. Saowari questions the trustworthiness of modern
knowledges and technologies because. it degrades the value of conventional wisdoms. Saowari’s social
perception shows that the knowledges from conventional beliefs and wisdoms are not poorer than the
modern knowledges. Conversely, the fascinationof technology incautiously leads human to the
destruction. Saowari presents the politic of knowledge through the historical knowledges by indicating
that the history seems to be power of conqueror. Moreover, the ignorance is also in the form of fascination:
the fascination of money and the fascination of physical body. However, the ignorance does not mean
only stupidity from the trustworthiness and fascination, but also means the uncontrollable fate making

the human as commoner who lives in suffering cycle.

Thirdly, the society is weak. Saowari presents the cause of the problems weakening the society
is the effect of all parts of the society. They are the nurture of individual by unequal love in a family, the
violation of ethics in the work, the unabandonned desires in the Buddhism, the insufficiency of teacher in

the education, and the political division causing the hatred in the society.
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Violence Against Women 1921

"any act of gender-based violence that results in, or is likely to result in,
physical, sexual, or mental harm or suffering to-women, including threats of such
acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of liberty, whether occurring in public or in

private life."

(parnseauwntielan, 2564)
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