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MR. Sikharin SNITCHON : Thai Monster Novels: A Study of Genre and the

Concept of Otherness Thesis advisor : Assistant Professor Dr. Areeya Hutinta

Thai Monster Novels: A Study of Genre and the Concept of Otherness aims to investigate the
characteristics of monsters in Thai novels with regards to literature genres and the concept of otherness
demonstrated in the stories. Using Jeffrey Cohen’s monster theory, the researcher selects nine Thai
novels to conduct the literary analyses: Phrachan Daeng (1968), Maruttayoo Keow (1978), Manoot Shin
Suan (1980), Sisa Marn (1988), Phraya Pla (1988), Kawao Ti Bang Pleng (1989), Keow Koh Khon Asorapit
(2000), Nirat Mahannop (2015), and Yaksinee Narumit (2018).

The researcher classifies Thai monster novels into three criteria: the formation of monster
characters, the formation of monster characters with explicit connection to the main plot, and the
concept of otherness presented in the stories. It is observed that the monsters are constructed as
“others” or different in terms of their physical appearance, an assemble of unharmonious body parts, as
well as their characters, invasive and distasteful. Another criterion is the connection between the
monsters and the main plot using four components, namely onset, discovery, confirmation, and
confrontation. The monsters illustrate the otherness through these events, reflecting what society does
and does not wish for which, therefore, dictates the existence of the monsters as ‘others’. The concept
of otherness is examined in four comparative aspects: -monsters and fear of women, monsters and

sexual anxiety, monsters-and communism, and monsters and-marginalized groups.

Furthermore, “having placed Thai monster novels with  social and cultural context, it is
revealed that monsters are closely intertwined with the conditions of the society in which the novels
were published; in other words, the monsters mirror concerns in the society since their existence and
presence solidify that humans lack the ability to face otherness. Instead of accepting and recognizing the
otherness within themselves, humans attempt to evade or dismiss it in the same way they avoid the
monsters. To conclude, Thai monster novels indicate the humans’ effort to eliminate the state of
otherness from their psyche, shunning the monsters to maintain the societal norms before coming into
realization that the monsters are kept hidden to prolong the identity of humanity. Consequently,

otherness is defined by the different characteristics determined by the social norms.
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' no matter how many times we kill our monsters they keep coming back for more. Not just

Dracula but all monsters are undead. Maybe they keep coming back because they still have something to

say or show us about our world and ourselves. Maybe that is the scariest part.
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These monsters ask us how we perceive the
world, and how we have misrepresented what we
have attempted to place. They ask us to reevaluate
our cultural assumptions about race, gender,
sexuality, our perception of difference, our tolerance
toward its expression. They ask us why we have

created them. (Cohen, 1996:20)
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2 Otherness names the quality or state of existence of being other or different from established
norms and social groups; the distinction that one makes between one’s self and others, particularly in term

of sexual, ethic and relational senses of difference.
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wayinusssuvesuiuiaunneenluandmauesiauiliuganuviand lanazfueen
JedumasusuidovAnuuunziunn ilugnisdnnegaunasiiuglinatedu “aunindu”
(the Other) iwdanuenluainauwavagluduniaianindy (uwns Useuina, 2552b: 214)
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Feulivmagfuseniduegsmeiiiinduasdesidnnierilmdes
naenszeamIUsEifmanslneunizdnuiadnyarvetegsnedugaseiiuiu

UYwdoL9TnLAU 1Y (Bro, Leary-Davidson, and Gareis, 2018:4)
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lglanizAUIueNsNIsIY Faausidinmiidluiedineadunsdwunuyed &3

'
aa A

W wardsdliinaugnosu18e81InIRI (Wright, 2013:32) Tuldll A UEURUSIENINNUEE

Y 9

o
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a a 1 [y [J

wazegsniedududiliauninsiu egsniefsegiiovimimdugnssduliuyedlduen
Aada A

AULDIBBNINNEINTINDY (Bernardi and Jacob, 2019:ix) LLazLﬂuaaﬁ%‘imﬁqqﬁmdﬂ

wonanduaznuinderunieanldesuisanuiluuyvdazsianumuislu@suan diu

¥
faAa

ogsNeAomImINeiuay ammduiusiuansiiiuanuduniaiieswesegsnieddl
wﬁwﬁﬂu&ffsLU%EJ‘UG]"NLﬁaLLammmLf]u@uéﬂmwmwwé%nmi’umﬂ@i@?ﬁiaué’awhﬁgu U
ogsnelutiagtuldvduindouanarmndudumeuenidngaududuneluinuuesuyud
(Bro, Leary-Davidson, and Gareis, 2018:5) Viawmsaa%mwsmgmsaﬁlé’é’wumﬁﬂ
abject Feffidpaznaniduidedaly
mimwﬁﬂﬁq@J’mqsﬁmmumﬁmLLﬂqmmUszi’amam%mmﬁmﬁﬂéﬂlﬂﬁu leuas
senquieaineaznuin bilinsueniywdoonanegsnevieddu 4 udrenisweliiiy
aruUanusnuaiamusududuresuyudio mseasiiasuudlddaaunnaoniuiunld

Lilddesgsneluisaaasiadoungi easnmeaanesuinidinnegilufeliuaaeaudn
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vaarudunyuduNTunng ogsneduasilunuimeinusssungisunaldnmunniny
Juduliivawdanuenainussinguvesdiaunduaiusadfetesing sauvisauladuas
YoIn153nutalszIanfinensdulaau dad wesesing wazdduildldfnuvesuyud
“Uni” Jemanuiluayviddunaeudessundgviniueasnie

Timothy Beal (2002:4) na1131 Monsters are in the world but not of the world.

They are paradoxical personification of otherness within sameness. That is, they are
threatening figures of anomaly within the well-established and accepted order of

. a ' ! M v Y & | ~ o I3 a ) v

things Ao agsneseguulanualilmdudiunisiulan egsmeduyaaSugiudugendou
! @ A o A v < A Y =2 ! = ! v
serinanududuivanumilouiu anududuludiegsnigdmnauieniedegnigle
nsan1lIkazNITEENSUINANTTALULATINEY Analtiegliiiuinegsnefedidiun

anganudeiusieveunLIvewy v 1S

=

ofls winsilegsmenTouldnuiiuiinisiaussaggliuanisluaniasasdu
TussunssuUszandy q waanwate Thesis il The Monster Is the Harbinger of
category Crisis Tuuneuses Monsters Culture (Seven Theses) U483 Cohen lﬁ%IﬁLﬁud”l
aruuanssiitaulavesiiaspsesmenitinnniiasasduie easmeidudsdlviiud

o

fodrfnvosTnusssusorunnseuandniifennsaiuanadsi q Wegluszuusudeu
wszegsNeAenIsUIINgUesAITuS Uz TouesasnathianadaussLaviliiuegsnie
Ifegradniaia s1ameiunnluanndeidsamiuinund Aeauwe e ufiogdefiunis
FaussnvitamsT7aven hagneianssuiiadeuug uAnuuUgRseiu (Cohen, 1996: 6-7)
Hosnirseseganigiinazdsenouiuainasigninuddliuda uirefignasliamnsaven
I¥othauiueuinegsmedudsiangala tietvlifinnsandesitaviognseunasszuy ua
susnldlafuauuansinsfiangeenuiiiueganierniu fsnmunndiad eratlugnisde
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2.1.3 abject fivagsnie: anuluduludalanyediunisadiedanu

a ;Y

wenansesrududukasraisaniaunds Snuwifanisninivnisauedsnig

fenunliduniesdemotiesiueasnie e abject’” 109 e ATANMIT (Julia Kristeva)

> gruiiuiuldann 97w Iidady’ Tugruzuadergurieniugasrs (Abject Novel) 494 wisa3 Inazgn
(2555) Way AIIUNTTUTEY: (50981989 Uy’ lUTAUETIUAIIUNTITIAL TRUSTsUanTU o9 tmste Usvanuuny

(2560



24

A o ' a A a ¢ ¢ . a &
NWAUINDUIINUUIAALIDY uncanny VBIBNIUA WIBEA (Sigmund Freud) AIEALAIILALIN
985199 AUTD Y I TUNTEUIUNISTIAAIINNITHEIEIURENAINUVBIRLI08N NG
o ! Y @ ! PN v oA a [d ! = Y '
denundounartviinindudulanuasuuazii funga ddaidudiuniavasinunsunn
panlUanuIsingIunsdiauaziosgnnariunsenidalanualy MeanA1uaTuaas
Wgzussnaiuaemssegludinu nszdu anudesnisiiandudiundsludauiila
UYBIADIAAATIIAIINAR AUABINTT ANEN NTaullusgaunisaliilu abject sanly
{89970 abject ApdsNsuniusnanwal AuTussuy wagaAuag 9 dunanadisadulyl
WoIiumBLEULUS ALY Laznginau (Kristeva, 1982: 4) Ndsnunssuandnaniuulv
Juwuvegaenld egsnieuas abject Woulpsiuluwivesnisiludwlanuonduluduuas
sosgniuesnty mszliaeandesivuinsgiumnuduuyed Snvianisusingfvessgsnie

wagN1sinANsan abject Sudluwugliaudrnuuszsuisesnginae sauluiann
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(Creed, 1993:10) NIENISNNAUNRYARNI BYIAIINaNADEIINBILAA abject @m1sanszNu
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AInureINywdlanIInBuenkazaunsanaanaIna1elunuLeg (Doble, 2019:8-9)
Yyt A a [ = T 1Y) Y PN [y a a [y

ANUTEANTIAAIN abject Bdalivuasanudunasunigludimuiniandiludainuendy

SAnUTsaunlunafeIMuduiReiunsINALNITeeaINY

AANYI94INIBAIAUTY “N1581U 7 AIUNaIeY abject Yrauanaliiiudq

(4 ]

« B » & P - Y ¢
N5EUIUNNT7 vise “Uszaunsel” MlududamiluiTesduuaitiinisiduresngnusign
Mlins i unseusTing U drunvuagnazidalngo1uandsuiilen iniiuinise
Aas3su TINIAUFNSTUANSNNOTLANIN NMTEENAINUNRNLLELALNZAIAAINNTS
wereutulendsngnivuaitlifenuvselimuzaneanly Mafieuduasuduywdly
°o v Y & A A Ay o v v ° |
ansandneentuliegrmunan Anududuililundenisdinsieudeun1sasiegvas

uywd (Mcafee, 2004:46) wumliisfindy anig abject asmusnduluganinneuiiag
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eLdon LAk AUNTeanNsan abject MundULNAUAEUAINYIIIUEULUSTE I8N

=

Aukaznaeld Wuieaiunisnaunduuiveseasnienasiisanuinnliuyed faau

wnnzandgninmeliseadeniuuaznaiiievinainuaquin3elidunuiuntawnsWud

| Y

& Y] & v v Y = a v A
3PN LLagLauLLUQUﬁWﬂJ’ﬁﬂQﬂWWM’]ﬂl@@EALall@Lll@LQ@ﬁQLiW‘NIUVIUﬂﬂ@@?ﬁﬂWU



25

wifhegsneszgndipunisenuinssuandnneeuyinbidudutuls usniseissey
Y9I9EINBADNITADNIWAULUIAN 9 fatlu WoruurAnsetegsnie fuanududuun
a | [ . o Y @ = 3 o 1 a [ a a 1 [ 1 [
#915041590AU abject o1V liILAINSRIAaNAansinTAuludunliendaudla
a = (% Yo 1 dyr.( 2 :’1 .
Auneenteuvsedaussnniviiuiazasmaiilululaennmsizeasnietu not quite
one thing, and yet not quite another. (Moser and Zelaya, 2020:2) #1318A31131983018
tuldladuwmiloasieriuilienadalnduduld Wewinluanulusiudiniseisseg
Ye30dsNIenuTuegiuaulunyudidesassdnlufesnistunielinuiesaiunse
Luneae8enule (Bemnardi and Jacob, 2019:x) nsweneufienuegsnieTuiadunis
a < v 1Y = a 1 Y a v < & '
Heumnulunywdluniouiu luwdtidsenvfiansantainurasuameanuugsnetufodiy
nilwasiaunuywdliseiniswasnerguduidensanliiieasadnuiiaonadesiuniny
mandswesdiny e1ananlgdnegsniemiduduilSeuaiiouanmluialadrinfsoTumesy
i 2 A avg 1 =t ¢ Y a Y =
ganununnIAuluaunlidlddruntvesywdod 19unase n15UsIngfvesedsnieids
WIUNSeNIULALARELE LIS UANNANY SAILUUYDIFRAUNNYYEADINTS
9191193628797 Monsters thus embody culturally specific anxieties and
tabooed desired. [...] Our monsters therefore tell us-a great deal about ourselves -
they tell us who we imagine we-are, what we hope we’re not, and what we are
afraid we might ourselves become. (Weinstock, 2014:42) A ’e)fchmEJL‘fJuﬂﬁLLamﬁ\‘i
AInNANakarANYSISaNIRBINIedIAR sga udeiuyedlddnnisinuresiaie
o a o & A A A 5 [ = a =
aasMevanianInsuauINsinuilnesls uaseslshadaminlidensidu siudsddade
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Anududuludriunilaasmsasisnundugugdnledefmauiuanududulunseuiu
NSUNINEIAUIY (Dimitrova, 2014:2)
luAnenfinusiauil wnAnwuundsetaniaufeuuay abject aztlunsaudniiveled
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eflddeliiiiui anuluduiidearseenuiiiusiinieduliinanutiu 819u191nA U AR
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anmhausaniulngliuenduud dunadudostuuastu nsedu Slednssuaududy
Tudeasnisasfoseuniiunsevremdsormuninudeutu abject iy ims1zegsnie
anunsafiareulugiuzvesnmslineunisidsunvasedianiaiiivesiausssy deay
AsugenaninIaiios uasvouAvesRasTs (Levina & Bui, 2013: 1-2) Bnviseganedafu
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nznudsulutiarmssei 20 Wudusnduiusodauuuiiuivanmdseusmars uay
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2.2.1 agsnglunuidsuiuivu: agsneuiaeiie

UNAINUYBY Andrew Hock-Soon Ng 1309 Monsters in the Literary Traditions of

Asia: A Critical Appraisal (2012) na1deanyarn13hiIazAsogINIeluIULLITUUYRY
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HERRGILITE] el dlefinnsanlisugare (Ramayana) Wusiunuvesuuauieide
nvSusendedld 1957 (Joumey to the West) Wusunuvenelanans waza msusms
(Tales of the Arabian Nights) \Jufunureseifenyiuoen sulludadenanituthuani
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05551 Yugouninedasugazinusdnlunmauuasfasssuasser (@uns auile,
2517:12) Tneldfhazassnazdudaunuesesssy nsvifu Ravana is also covered with
the “grace of Shiva” that further endows him “with eminence and power.” Even
after he has abducted Sita, Ravana never once devalues himself by asserting force
on Sita (Ng, 2012:59) dnwaigmsaiadlvidiazastheeinmaidfvesnisiausssuiiien
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Hnldannuduazsausnssssuldauussglandu Jadefiarsandeluiaznuiieasniausas
wuutugnuudlaeauamsatunisseuiuasidlacaun ssuafisesldwlmdiuin in
Buddhism, there is no “other,” only a self that takes on a hierarchy of different

guises before finally reaching enlischtenment. (Ng, 2012:58) ﬁaiumamwmhjﬁmwmﬁu
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old Man of the Sea adudrunilsansesduuvanduidniudoulusmsusng Seuaill
nafiadunuatigneasnienvasudmidurisunuazvesediiomidiunii dewdewniiien
pasNemtasinenasruLunluaunNdgmiiosauvInlanie widavaenlieasnienumal
JUILAILEUARINNAIIUELTIN Ng (2012) T1A518111L504HNLA131NUINVBITUKUA
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Fuuuaudsysuugaatauaznavgyluneududeuliviionareludnsnieeginie
geluninduisesarideenanansauniuidnla®nin monsters can serve as the self’s
metaphorical mirror, which must nevertheless be positioned as other to screen the
self from confronting his own unacknowledgeable desires. (Ng, 2012:62) #1884
sgsnmeiUSeumilounszanagiounuduiudundinuneeuunlaliiledesndeyiuainy
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wen dudeudnegsniewmaituagldegniglinisaiuanussiingiunig o vesdeay 6337
There is monstrosity only when the confusion comes up against, overturns, or
disrupts civil, canon, or religious law. (Ng, 2012:56) ArasuneiiedlviuinlannyJuoen
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(Valmik) 31nmzusen 39 Timothy Beal (2002) a5uneliluntsda Religion and its
Monsters 31 winged monkey ifufagasiitning funnsuiindusasmeidesangnadiatu
UUFIUVDINTT blurring traditional categories of zoological identity. (Beal, 2002:106)
Ao N1ININRBUTUUNITIATILUNYBIONG NWALUUTNIINGT N1 winged monkey
fsamefinauiuseninseuduiywd 59 wagun 1WuadiTind terrible and mysterious
violence lurking along the edges of the right order of things (Beal, 2002:104) Aowduds
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fian: https://www.svtsydney.org/history/deities/deities-lord-hanuman/

JuNIINe For many American and European travelers to India and elsewhere
over the past several centuries (even today), encounter with religious otherness, that
is, with unfamiliar religious ideas and practices, especially image of other gods (Beal,
2002:110) At lutidosdumAnss s RewE Tuuary Iy SunniAunlUS B uionas
funaudu q Wlildwuiuansndudumsmauideadansaluanvdnfnuasndny fUA
(WuunzIunn) ImaLawwgﬂLmiwmwﬁ'ﬂumauﬁu mmﬁ@Lﬁdui‘fﬁwlﬂamiﬁﬂﬁwwLfﬁ’lﬁuaq
maududilildesaioy lafldng funngnaaiuliiigiusidueasniefuinds demonized
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one culture’s gods can become another culture’s monsters. This is one way to look
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This refusal to participate in the classificatory "order of things" is
true of monsters generally: they are disturbing hybrids whose externally
incoherent bodies resist attempts to include them in any systematic
structuration. And so the monster is dangerous, a form suspended
between forms that threatens to smash distinctions. Because of its
ontological liminality, the monster notoriously appears at times of crisis as
a kind of third term that problematizes the clash of extremes—as "that

which questions binary thinking and introduces a crisis. (Cohen, 1996:6)
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Adults and
Adults and children Percent of Main mode(s) of
children newly Adult HIV-positive transmission®
Epldemic living with infected prevalence  adults whe  Tor adulis living
Region started HIVIAIDS with HIV  rae? are women  with HIV/AIDS
Sulb-Saharan Africa  late "705— 23,3 million 3 & milllon BO% 55% Hetvero
carly ‘&ds
North Africa and
Middle East late "80s 220000 19000 0.13% 20% 10U, Hetero
South and
South-East Asia late “8is Gmillion 1.3 million  ¢.69% 3% Hetero
Bast Asia and Pacilic  late "80s 530000 120 00} 0.068% 15% 1IDU, Hetero, MSM
Latin America late *T0e— 1.3 milliom 150 000 0.57% 20% MEM, DU, Hetero
early “Bl0s
Catibbean late *70s— 360 Q00 FTOH  1.96% 5% Hetero, MEM
early *80s
Eastern Europe and
Cenitral Asia carly ‘903 360 000 95000 0.14% 2% nu, MsM
Western Eurnpe late ‘70— 520 004 30000 0.25% 20% M5M, IDU
early ‘80s
Morth America late 7 (s— Q20000 44 000 0.56% 2% M3M. IDU, Hetero
carly ‘80s
mustralla and late "7 s—
MNewy fraland early ‘80s 12 a0 500 0.1% 10% MSM, IDUT
Total 313.6 million 5.6 million 1.1% 46%

he proportion of adults (15 to 49 years of age) living with HIV/AIDS in 1999, using 1998 population numbers,
*WSM {sexual transmission amaong men wiho have sex with men), [DU (transmission through injecting drog vse), Hetero
{herterotexual transemdssion ).

Al 10 Regional HIV/AIDS statistics and features, December 1999
fisn: Population Council. (1999). The HIV/AIDS Epidemic at the End of 1999. Population and
Development review. 25 (4), 827-829.
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i1 From Brotherly Handshake to Militant Clenched Fist: On Political Metaphors for the Worker’s
Hand (Kroff,1992:79)
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The children in Village of the Damned grow too fast; in an early
scan of one of the pregnancies in the film, the doctor exclaims, ‘It’s one of
the most perfectly formed embryos |”ve ever seen — seven months after
only three months’. By the time the children are four months old, they
have a developmental age of 18 months, both physically and mentally. In
Children of the Damned, it is discovered that the children’s blood cells are
different from normal human blood cells; they are human cells advanced
by a million years of evolution, causing the scientist analysing them to

exclaim, ‘“They’re another species’ (Tissdall, 2021:15)
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The existence of monstrosity may serve to
define by comparison and opposition the delimited
corporeality and secure subjectivity of the majority,
but what is importance is the realization that the
standard is not normal but normative (Shildrick,

2020:305)
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