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Keyword : Kathoey, Gender, Thai song, Representation

MISS Kemika SAKYAI : IMAGE OF "KATHOEY" IN THAI SONGS Thesis advisor :
Sirichaya Corngreat, Ph.D.

This thesis aims to analyze the image of “Kathoey” in Thai songs. The study
focuses on analyzing three aspects: 1) the portrayal of Kathoey in Thai songs, 2) the
factors influencing the creation of Kathoey images in Thai songs, and 3) the artistic
methods deployed for depicting Kathoey in Thai songs. The research draws from a
sample of 86 songs with Kathoey-related content available on YouTube
(www.youtube.com). The findings reveal that the image of Kathoey in Thai songs can
be categorized into 5 images such as 1) Kathoey in societal norms of heterosexuality
that presents Kathoey in negative side, 2) Kathoey in consumerist cultural that shows
sexuality between male and Kathoey, 3) Kathoey as citizens that brings political
negotiation into view, 4) social hierarchy of Kathoey that shows various of Kathoey,
and 5) Kathoey’s dancing talent is a symbolic expression. It is important to note that
the portrayal of Kathoey in song varies due to the influences of three main factors.
Firstly, the perspective of characters plays a significant role, as non-transgender
characters present a more negative depiction of Kathoey compared to Kathoey
characters themselves. Secondly, regions, local cultures, and social contexts shape
the representation of Kathoey, resulting in variations across different areas. To
elaborate, Central Thailand presents Kathoey as middle-class individuals suppressed
by society, Northeastern Thailand (Isaan) depicts Kathoey in relation to local musical
cultures, Northern Thailand portrays Kathoey with Buddhism as well as local
cultures, and Southern Thailand illustrates Kathoey in the light of ladylike beauty.
Ultimately, the producers of song literature, especially those who are independent
artists or small-sized companies, offer a more diverse range of Kathoey

representations compared to larger organizations.
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