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MISS Saifon SIANGLEE : ETHNIC CHARACTERS AND PRESENTATIONS OF THAI
CONTEMPORARY SOCIAL PROBLEMS IN PRAPT’S NOVELS Thesis advisor : Sirichaya
Corngreat

The objective of this thesis is to study the ethnic characters and the presentation
of contemporary Thai social issues in four novels by Prapt (Chairat Pipitpattanaprap),
including Nirat Mahannop (2015), Ling Pad Gwlorn (2018), Roi Asira Phit (2018), and Susarn
Siam (2020).

The study found that Prapt created ethnic characters using fantasy elements in
all four novels. In the first novel, Nirat Mahannop, Prapt used fantasy elements to create
Mern. Prapt revealed the underlying environmental problems. caused by the oil industry
through ecological perspectives and risk  society concepts. In Ling Pad Gwlorn, Prapt
presented an ethnic character named Raksa. The human trafficking problem in the plot
was linked to the corrupted government officials and influential people behind the scenes.
For the third story, Roi Asira Phit, Prapt presented a political conflict through a group of
Naga as ethnic characters. The fourth story, a dystopian novel entitled " Susarn Siam',
illustrated two major-social issues. Environmental degradation was the first. Prapt used a
city full of pollution.and toxic waste under the control of the ruling class. Prapt deployed
elements of fantasy to create zombies and supernatural incidents to reflect the pollution
issues. The characters from all the novels share one concurrent key message, which is to

narrate significant contemporary social issues in Thailand.
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