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MISS Panomporn SENGPHOL : Siamese Perception of Western Medicine
from, 1827 - 1927 Thesis advisor : Associate Professor Warangkana Nibhatsukit, Ph.D.

This study has three main goals. The first goal is to investigate the traditional medical
knowledge background prior to the introduction of Western medicine. The second goal is to investigate
the major causes that influenced Siamese culture to embrace Western medical knowledge between
1828 and 1927. Finally, the final goal is to investigate the outcome of the spread of Western medicine
information.

According to the findings of the study, Eastern Traditional especially Siamese Medicine integrates Indian
and Chinese expertise. It is based on religious concepts that are consistent with wisdom, beliefs, and
traditional traditions. The leaders of the “ancient state or dramatic state” would establish a network of
city-states with territorial power in the eastern region by managing for the happiness of the people.
Traditional Siam Medicine was founded on-Buddhist concepts and ancient beliefs known as “Saiyarak”
the old testaments or herbal medicine textbooks, as'well as prognosis of ailments derived from the past,
such as: 1) Thai Traditional Medicine or ceremonial medicine practitioners such as mor pra, mor song
(conjuror), mor dham, mor pon or-mor su-kwan (Thai blessing healer, Jolmamuat worship and mor tam-yae
(midwife). 2) External medicine, such-as vedic medicine or “Ayurvedic,” Chinese medicine, which has
been yin-yang theory-and herbal medicine textbooks of the Yellow Emperor's “Huangdi Neijing,” and
Western medicine, and Western-or. modern medicine from ancient Egypt, Greece, Rome, and the Arabs
based on scientific principles such as surgery and the use of certain drugs. The arrival of the first
missionaries in 1828 increased public and 'elite ‘acceptance of Western medicine. When a severe
smallpox epidemic struck. in 1839, the Royal Doctor and missionary doctors worked together to
successfully plant smallpox, can halt the epidemic and-aid in the spread of knowledge and Western
treatment throughout the districts. Which is the state's work in collaboration with the work of Western
physicians who came to Siam People are made aware of public health action plans through medical and
public health operations. Following that, the royal court became more aware of the value of Western
medicine. Siam evolved into a medical state with the principles “Prevention is cheaper than cure” with
the “medicalization” that has been successful by using laws, government orders, controlling, and

increasing knowledge of Western medicine for the people successfully.
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