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MR. Tosawat PICHAIAKARAPACH : ISAN FEMALE PROTAGONIST OF ROMANTIC
NOVEL IN 1993-2020 Thesis advisor : Lecturer Sirichaya Corngreat, Ph.D.

The thesis titled “Isan Female Protagonists in Romantic Novels during 1993-2020" aims to
analyze the presentation of Isan female protagonists in romantic novels during 1993-2020 and to analyze
the social factors affect the presentation of Isan female protagonists in romantic novels during 1993-2020.
The 5 romantic novels were selected; Plara Song Kruaeng (1993), Rachini Mor Lam (2005), Sao Noi Roi Lan

(2006), Nong Nang Banna Gab Num Muaeng Fah Amorn (2015), and Ai Koi Hak Chao (2020).

The results found that most of the romantic novels during 1993-2020 present the Isan female
protagonists as the representatives of the local society which is the opposite pair of the male protagonists
who represent the capitalism society. The novels exhibit the development of the Isan female protagonists
visualizing the local society through the role of victim. The female characters have proved themselves by
expressing their true self through-Isan culture until they have been accepted and created the love story
between local women and city men. The novels dissolve the differences and leverage the Isan female
protagonists to the same level of city people. Furthermore, the novels also visualize the love that the %
striplings have for their hometown. When the economic crisis occurred, the female protagonists criticized
the capitalism and showed their strengths by appraising the value of local society and returning to

develop their hometown.

Furthermore, the research found that the Isan female protagonists are always being suppressed
and forced to flounder the difficult lives in the city by expressing the identities of Esan culture such as
food, music, and Mor Lam which are their sole-cultural capital. However, the trend of Isan female
protagonists’ character has been changing from traditional character to be more joyful showing that the

society has already accepted people from Isan more than before.

However, localism has been more attentive since economic crisis in 1997. Isan music has been
used as cultural capital after Tom Yum Kung Crisis. The novels presented the superior of Isan
performance which has been developed and helped support the economic of capitalism. Therefore, it
can be concluded that the Isan female protagonists in the romantic novels are created from the social
influenced factors through the gradual acceptance of Isan identity and the adaptation of Isan culture to

be more universal.
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