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630730008 : Major FORENSIC SCIENCE AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE
Keyword : Attorney, Forensic Science, Forensic evidence

MR. Vacherapol VESAVACHUNYA : Thai Attorney's Awareness and
Understanding of Forensic Evidence Thesis advisor : Orathai Kheawpum, Ph.D.

The objectives of this research were to study Thai attorneys’ understanding
and accessibility of forensic evidences in criminal cases, and assess their needs of
additional training in forensic science. Both quantitative and qualitative methods were
employed in this study. Three hundred and ninety-eight Thai attorneys nationwide
were participants in this research. The surveys were conducted by using questionnaire
on general topics of forensic science including attorneys’ views concerning the
reliability of common forensic disciplines. Descriptive statistics were obtained for all
demographic data and the associations of the data with questionnaire scores were
assessed with the Chi-Square statistical analysis. The study revealed that Thai attorneys
had a moderate level of understanding of forensic evidence as suggestions by their
average scores. The Chi-Square statistical analyzed indicated that the scores were
significant different depending on participants ages and on work experience. However,
there was no association between the scores and gender, education level, or
workplace. The study also suggested that Thai attorneys had a moderate level of
accessibility of forensic evidences. They stated having very different backgrounds in
related scientific concepts-and having forensic science training needs. Moreover, the
interview gave more detailed responses on views of forensic science education in the
lawyer community. Results indicated that Thai’s attorneys reported needs in accessing
better reliability of forensic science evidences. These results supported new efforts to

expand scientific evidence education in the lawyer council.
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