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60053201 : Major (Thai Architecture)
Keyword : SRI BODHIYAN CHEDI, PHRA THAT KET KAEW, FORM, IDENTITY

Phra Songwit CHAENGCHIT : ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN OF PHRA THAT KET
KAEW,WAT PA NONG WAI , SISAKET PROVINCE Thesis advisor : Assistant Professor

Pratima Nimsamer, Ph.D.

Phra That Ket Kaew was designed with the aim to enshrine the bone relics of the Gotama Buddha.
The design was developed from that of the stupa, Sri Bodhiyan Chedi at Wat Nong Pa Phong, Ubon Ratchathani
Province, created by Nithi Sathapitanon, a national artist. Since Wat Nong Pa Phong is a well-known Buddhist
temple for vipassana meditation, the Sri Bodhiyan Chedi has become the temple’s representation which has
been imitated by stupas of temple branches, such as Phra That Ket Kaew at Wat Pa Nong Wai, Nong Wai Village.
Built in 1992, Sri Bodhiyan Chedi is thirty years old at present and architectural materials are started to be worn
out. Because of this problem, designers of Phra That Ket Kaew had to seek and test for better solutions to
improve durability of stupa’s materials. Nong Wai Village was the hometown of Phra Thep Wachirayan (Liam
Thitadhammo), the second abbot of Wat Nong Pa Phong who introduced the characteristics of Sri Bodhiyan Chedi
to Phra That Ket Kaew. Their parallel style indicates that monks of the two temples share the same mode of

practices.

The study took three years for data gathering which a researcher had two roles as a user
and an architect to explore the temple and architectural site and to work with construction workers. The
researcher also revised-architectural .construction drawings of Phra That Ket Kaew to be suitable with social
context of Wat Pa Nong Wai up until the stupa construction-and decoration was completed. The revision and the

original design of the stupa were likewise compared.

The project emphasized local art identity that Phra Thep Wachirayan intent to increase
construction knowledge to local people. Restrictions of the project comprised construction workers and
construction period which the former included local people, monks, and novices and the latter was one to two
years. In order to complete the stupa according to the original plan, construction was managed to go side by side
with decoration. However, because of covid-19 widespread situation, the stupa construction was delayed for six

months.

Although the architectural design and construction of Phra That Ket Kaew was simple,
easy to take care, fast to build, and less expensive, it applied new materials and technologies for labor-saving,
better quality, and easy maintenance by local people. Its decoration was also long-lasting and durable for fewer

repairs.
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