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61052206 : Major (HISTORY OF ARCHITECTURE)
Keyword : Wat Prayurawongsawas, Buddhist Architecture, Bunnag Lineage

MR. Sitsada TANNIN : A Study of Buddhist Architecture in the Buddhavas
(Sacred Compound) of Wat Prayurawongsawas Waraviharn Thesis advisor : Associate

Professor Chotima Chaturawong, Ph.D.

Wat Prayurawongsawas Waraviharn was built in 1828 during the reign of King Rama |lI.
This period marked the emergence of various factors the influenced cultural changes both
internally and externally, resulting from Western colonialism and the Industrial Revolution. This
research aims to 1) study cultural ideologies, and architectural concepts and styles of Buddhist
architecture in the Phutthavat (public area) of Wat Prayurawongsawas Waraviharn during the reign
of King Rama Il to the beginning ‘of King Rama IV's reign (1824 to approximately 1857); 2)
understand political, economic, and social contexts reflected through the design of Buddhist art
and architecture in the Phutthavat (public area); and 3) investigate the relationship between
Somdej Chao Phraya Borom Maha Prayoorawongse (Dit Bunnag), the temple donor whose original

lineage can be traced back to Persia, and his donated Buddhist art and architecture.

Case studies of Buddhist-architecture include Wihan (assembly hall), Ubosot (ordination
hall), Phra Borommathat Maha Chedi (principal stupa), Prayoon: Bhandakharn Museum (Pharin
Pariyattidhammasala), and Khao Mo (miniature mountain). They are considered original works
which were influenced by cultural changes-either directly or-indirectly during the nineteenth
century. The architectural design demonstrates the effectiveness of architectural forms according
to the design criteria and  craftsmanship process. that blend harmoniously among Thai art and
architecture, the Chinese art and philosophy, and Western architectural culture. This is evident in
the design of the layout system, which creates the landscape of sacred space based on Thai
principles, fused with the philosophical beliefs of China. The architectural design of the Phra
Borommathat Maha Chedi and Prayoon Bhandakharn Museum (Pharin Pariyattidhammasala), as
well as the decoration of architectural components combined with Western art. While the
simulated mountain (Khao Mo) represents the cosmological worldview of Buddhism and
Hinduism, together with the philosophical beliefs of China. They all ultimately reflect the

universal ideology of the temple, mirroring the ideology of the age.
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