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MR. Witsawa CHINYO : FINE ARTS ALONG THE KHWAE OM CANAL IN
RATCHABURI AND SAMUT SONGKHRAM: HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE LOCAL
COMMUNITY DURING THE 15" - 20™ CENTURY Thesis advisor : Praphat Chuvichean

Khwae Om canal is an ancient waterway which was believed to be the old
Mae Klong River before it was changing the direction of the current river. It flows
away from the main Mae Klong River at the Pak Bamru, a little below from
Ratchaburi, then flows into the plain at Muang District and Wat Phleng District in
Ratchaburi. After that the canal flows into the orchard areas at Bang Khonthi and
Amphawa district in Samut Songkhram. And then connects to the Mae Klong River at
Pak Nam Bang Kung, nearby Bang Chang, a little north of the city of Samut
Songkhram. Along the Klong Khwae Om, it has been found the evidences since the
late prehistoric period, continuing with the ancient city, Khu Bua, which is an

important city during the Dvaravati period.

The study found that the artworks along the Khwae Om canal, after the
Khmer culture, The oldest evidences can be dated around the 15™ century or during
the early Ayutthaya period, according to the Buddha images in U-Thong style (both
the 2™ and 3 generations) that were found. Therefore, it was believed that during
this period, there should be a small community returning to settle down in Khwae
Om canal and build the temples as the center of the community which have the
vihara as the main building. In the middle of the Ayutthaya period, around the
middle to late of the 16™ century, it found that many temples were formally binding
the boundary of ubosot. In the late Ayutthaya period, during the 18™-19" century,
ubosots have become the main building of the temple, and semas have been built
in the late Ayutthaya style, including the repair of the Buddha images may be the
reflection of the wealth of the community before the 2™ fallen of Ayutthaya

Kingdom in 1767.



In the Thonburi to early Rattanakosin period, around the 19" century, most
of the evidences shown up the artistic character of the late Ayutthaya period.
Therefore, it was believed that there were still the small community along the
Khwae Om canal after the fallen of the kingdom. And then became stability during
the 20" century the new inspiration from Bangkok that may be related to the

transportation routes during that time
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