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61202804 : Major THAI
Keyword : ETHNIC ROMANCE NOVEL, CULTURAL POLITICS, IDENTITY
MISS Nanphatchaon PHUMITHAMMARAT : The Cultural politics of Chinese -

Thai Identities in Ethnic Romance Novels by Female Authors Thesis advisor :

Assistant Professor AREEYA HUTINTA, Ph.D.

This thesis aims to investigate female authors’ ethnic romance novels expressing
Chinese-Thai identities published between 1977 and 2016. This literary genre spans the romantic
bond between heterosexual protagonists of different cultures. The study framework is mostly
based on cultural politics of identity and conversations of the romance novel. It is shown that
ethnic romance novels negotiate power in order to assert Chinese-Thai identities through the
complexities of Chinese ethnicities in the Thai context. Ethnic romance novels transmit Thai state
integration ideology by developing the “model Chinese” concept. On Chinese capitals, the genre
demonstrates that Chinese capitals are not confined to. economic capital; they also comprise
cultural capital, symbolic capital, and social- capital in_respect to Chinese families and
communities. Furthermore, the genre is to portray Chinese domestic spaces. Ethnic romance
novels represent new homebuilding beyond families and-the gongsi way of life. The protagonists
are detached from the “homeland” in China. The novels differ from those published in the
realistic genre in that the protagonists-yearn for their Chinese homeland. The romance genre also
opposes to the “from rags to-riches” stereotype. The integration ideology, complexed Chinese
capitals, and the household are perpetuated and contested in order to develop new identities

ranging from "neither Chinese nor Thai" to Chinese-Thai identities.

The findings of the thesis-underline the interdependence of the cultural politics of
romance novels and the cultural politics- of Chinese-Thai identities. Female authors’ generic
frame and creative vision enable ethnic romance novels to be “designated space” for
representing Chinese individuals from different walks of life. They are more diverse than those in
realistic novels and non-fiction writings. Aside from the “from rags to riches” grand narrative of
overseas Chinese males in Thailand, class and gender are issues are likewise highlighted. This

adds to the complexities of Thai-Chinese identities expressed in the Thai sociocultural context.
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2.2 u’aﬁm&ﬂiu'}wﬁ‘tﬂaﬁuﬁ: (ethnic romance novel)

Kristin Ramnsdell tauaanumngveswitienslsunudyanugliin

“Romance novels in which the cultural, racial, or ethnic background
of one or more of the characters plays a major role in the story and in the

protagonists romantic relationship.” (Ramsdell, 2012: 438)
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2.2.1 uatlenglsurug (romance novel)
Pamela Regis Iatausionnuiflenalsuaugliin A romance novel “a work of
prose fiction that tells the story of the courtship and betrothal of one or more
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(Cawelti, 1976 91909luANT 315358, 2540: 36)
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a13§9143n1 (Romance Writers of America) taualiin widsnglsuiudunausdnvae
urlloneiifianuindugudnans (A central love story) uaziineuaudiainaninugy ais
AMuisnelan1eesuallulduln (An emotionally-satisfying and optimistic ending) *
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! Aundoyalianiinan Romance Writers of America, About the Romance Genre, accessed

December 6, 2022, available from https://www.rwa.org/Online/Romance_Genre/About_Romance_Genre.aspx.
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“Romance novels in which the cultural, racial, or ethnic background of one or more
of the characters plays a major role in the story and in the protagonists’ romantic

relationship.” (Ramsdell, 2012)
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Barker and Jane L@UBYUNBALINU YIANUG W30 ethnicity 1331 “ethnicity is a

)

cultural concept centred on the sharing norms, values, beliefs, cultural symbols and
practices.” (Barker.and Jane, 2016: 298) Hesy1@Anugves Barker and Jane a3ulein
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wanaNtadlssu Usenumunglilausna1unung ethnicity ¥09 Abner Cohen
1391“The degree of conformity by member of the collectivity to these shared norms
in the course of social interaction” (Cohen, 1974 9190911 277558 USEAIUMUNY,
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ethnicity 1391

ethnicity is constituted through power relations between groups. It
signals relation of marginality, of the centre and the periphery. This occurs in
the context of changing historical froms and circumstances. Here, the centre
and the margin-are to be grasped through the politics of representation.

(Barker and Jane, 2016: 300)

v a

Heuanustsduazlladn vaiugliladdnvasaiefinuifiuie neniy

9 9

s o aa

FIINWVUTRYF Y1ANugNINITEUNUAIIIRYA (race) Wanwew AT veInIy

'
1 o & a o

WWuinermansinnlesegdudiinen Wusnssulaziig wevddldiuddynvinlminon

Y Y 9 o
&

JEninadend R ATAsug dnauenuNesfedIfulewALIIN “Woridauniusiuleised

“MIUIINEYeuTerIA” (racial purity) “AInniudanImIuTeId” (racial superiority)
“AIADENIIMINTDYIA” (racial inferiority) Tun1sWIAWNENAUSUUENTEDINWINTT 1139

nseunarillioviudulaiagaieiugiunmingimans” (IR nipsiug, 2558: 38)

v

ndilaudnausluiouniiudiin vinuduazussinunenanugiionaunuiiu

a o

yuuveswIieelsuudiuniienslsuuduanug Juibissunssunguidniuwnnedi



40

fuunflionelsuuduszinndu da Ramsdell ldondaogrenguundiugluuaienslsuiud
%Wﬁ‘ﬁuﬂ’gﬁﬁ “Romance is a love story in which one or both of the protagonists are
African American, Latino, Native American, Asian, Pacific Islander, Middle Eastern, or
have a heritage other than the more traditional Anglo Saxon.” (Ramsdell, 2012: 438)
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f199 NnadlesTausssaliaiudfey lay Barker and Jane t@uoflgnuvoini19iiled

TRIUSTIY A9

Cultural politics: Concerned with -issues of power in the acts of
naming and. representation that constitute our cultural maps of meaning.
Cultural politics is concerned with the contestation over the meanings and
resources of culture: It involves the writing of new languages by which to
describe ourselves in the  belief that this-will have desirable social

consequences. (Barker and Jane, 2016: 634)
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nnilesfeTmusssy Tausssudadu sienifying system @1 Ramond Williams 1éls#
AUINEYe RIS STUENYaE TN “the signify system through which necessarily
(though among other means) a social order is commumicated, reproduced,
experienced and explored.” (Williams, 1981: 13 9190lun1Qyau WANN, 2553)
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centre of cultural politics. It is integral to culture. All signifying practices-that is , all

practices that have meaning-involve relations of power.”
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For migrant and diasporic peoples in particular, ‘home’ is a
particularly complex idea which impacts in central ways on their existence.
The concept of ‘home’ often performs an important function in our lives. It
can act as a valuable means of orientation by giving us a fixed, reliable sense
of our place in the world. It is meant to tell us where we originated from and
apparently where we legitimately belong. As an idea it stands for shelter,
stability, security and comfort (although actural experiences of home may

well fail to deliver these promises).
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