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MISS Sairung PIANANURAK : Treatise in the reign of King Rama 3 : A study of
the relationship between the treatise creation and society. Thesis advisor : Assistant

Professor PATTAMA THEEKAPRASERTKUL, Ph.D.

This research aims to study the content, literary techniques of treatise during the reign
of King Rama IIl and the relationship between treatise and the social context. The study examines
12 treatises, Cindamani;  the  edition of  Somdetphramahasamanachaokromphra
Paramanuchitchinorot, Cindamani; the edition of Krommaluang, Wongsathiratsanit, Prathom ko ka,
Prathom ko ka had an, Pathommala, Sueakho Ko ka, Srisawat Wat, Kap Phra Chaisuriya,
khamklornbanyaithamthiabduaitua ko kho, Tamra Chan Wannaphruet, Tamra Chan Mattraphruet
and Plengyaokonlabod. The study shows that the content of Rama lll-era treatise consists of 1)
reading and writing principles 2) methods of poetic composition 3) guidelines for proper conduct
and Buddhist teachings 4)-various counting methods and. 5) general knowledge. The literary
techniques found in these treatises include non-content related literary devices and techniques
relating to the lessons. The nature of the content and techniques differs from treatise before and
after Rama lllI's reign in 4 key including authorship, readership, subject matter, and distribution.
This highlights unigue characteristics of Rama lll-era treatises such as authorship from both inside
and outside the royal court, including multiple authors, the emergence of treatises aimed
specifically at children while-those for adults maintained, the content emphasizing reading,
writing and poetic principles - alongside -moral lessons, ‘and a shift towards more public
distribution. There is a relationship between Rama lll-era treatise characteristics and the social
context in 3 key areas, Western influence, religion and-education, and economy and trade. Firstly,
Western influence led to greater educational awareness, increased treatise production, with some
Western-inspired content. Secondly, the promotion of Buddhism and education drove literacy
efforts and treatise creation, while treatises helped propagate Buddhism. Thirdly, thriving
commerce under Rama Il fostered a new commercial elite who valued education and promoted

social mobility through literacy as preparation for careers.
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