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53112329: MAJOR: CULTURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
KEY WORD: INHERITANCE/ CRAFTMAN/ CRAFT/ KHON MASK

PANIDA THOTHONG: THE INHERITANCE OF THAI CRAFTSMANSHIP: A CASE
STUDY OF THE KNON MASK DEPARTMENT AT THE ROYAL CRAFTSMEN SCHOOL.
THESIS ADVISOR: ASSOC. PROF. RASMI SHOOCONGDEJ, Ph.D. 185 pp.

This thesis studies the transmission of Khon Mask craftsmanship at the
Khon Mask department in the Royal Craftsmen School.in the Utestaksina building in
the Grand Palace, Bangkok, and suggests-methods for: safeguarding this traditional
craft. The study analyzed published papers and available reports, interviewed a
teacher and students of the Khon Mask department: eight' people were involved
over a period of ten months.

The result showed ' that most' ‘common technique for transferring
knowledge of Khon Mask «craft to students in the “Royal Craftsmen School was
a teacher described. and-demonstrated the ‘process of making masks. Students
observed, memorized and absorbed the demonstration and thenpracticed what the
teacher demonstrated to improve: their skills and experience. The classroom teaching
style was face to face in_which was a-teacher monitored and. guided students
individually. Graduates learned-how to make tools-and created only one Khon Mask.
At the Royal School, ‘traditional ‘procedures-and-forms: styles. and.colors of Khon
Mask faces strictly followed traditional rules for creating Khon masks. However some
materials have been modified over time, for example,-natural tree glue (Yang Ruk)
has been replaced by modern chemical glue. However, the inheritance of Khon mask
craftsmanship was included the integrated activities cooperated by schools and Khon
Mask teacher. In conclusion, the teaching of Khon Mask at the Royal Craftsmen

School helps to safeguard traditional craftsmanship by inheriting skills and research.

Program of Cultural Resource Management Graduate School, Silpakorn University
Student’s SigNAture .....ccccoevvieniceeeen, Academic Year 2014
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