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54107203: MAJOR: ART HISTORY

KEY WORD: FOUR-FACED DEITY / FOUR-FACED BRAHMA

KEERATI SUPAMANOP: FOUR-FACED DEITY IN THAI ART AND
ARCHITECTURE. THESIS ADVISOR: ASSOC. PROF. CHEDHA TINGSANCHALI, Ph.D..
135 pp.

The objective of this research is to. study the origin and the characteristics of
four-faced deity by analyzing the literary evidence along with the art objects in order to
date and to comprehend the underlying concepts of four-faced deity in Thai art and
architecture.

The results of the study-are as follows :

1. Four-faced deity-in Thai art -can generally be understood as Brahma’s
faces, which was influenced by Khmer art, Bayon._style.

2. The patterns of four-faced-deity in Thai-art.can. be categorised into two
types. The first type.is four-faced. deity-decorated on the ‘upper part of towers (Prang),
which was influenced by Khmer. art, Bayon style. The second type is four-faced deity
decorated on the ‘spire of “stupas, which.-was. -adapted. from the original and
reconstructed by Thai.artisans.

3. Four-faced ‘deity was (used as a-symbol which corresponded to its
function. Each of them, therefore, might-have-different. meanings, depending on the
artisans themselves and can-be interpreted in'many different ways. For instance, four-
faced deity in monarchical art represents ranks of nobility, whereas four-faced deity in

Buddhist art represents Brahma or Brahma’s heaven.

Department of Art History Graduate School, Silpakorn University
Student’'s signature............cooooiviiii Academic Year 2015

Thesis AQVISOI'S SIgNatUre. .. ..ot
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