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54352301 : MAJOR : CONSUMER PROTECTION IN PUBLIC HEALTH
KEYWORDS : TUBERCULOSIS/ SCREENING/ REFER/ COMMUNITY PHARMACY/
ROLES OF PHARMACIST

THANAKRITTA CHANTARUCHI : FACTORS RELATING TO COMMUNITY
PHARMACISTS’ OPINIONS TOWARD ROLES FOR SCREENING AND REFERRAL OF
SUSPECTED TUBERCULOSIS PATIENTS. THESIS ADVISOR : WARANEE
BUNCHUAILUA,Ph.D. 112 pp.

This study aimed to determine the factors relating to community pharmacists’
opinions toward their roles for screening and referral of suspected tuberculosis patients.
The study population consisted of 807 pharmacists in qualified drugstores around
Thailand. Data were collected using a mailed questionnaire and were analyzed using
descriptive statistics and the Chi-square test.

Results showed that the response rate was 42.37%. The respondents were
female (64.33%) with an average ‘age of 37.04years old and had an average working
experience at drugstore of 9.66 years. Data-from all respondents found that most of the
respondents were in agreement with the roles of community pharmacist for screening
and referral of suspected tuberculosis patients (83.34 %) and were willing to participate in
the screening and referral program (67.7%)- Opinion on the referral procedure was that
suspected TB patients should' visit government hospital themselves using a referral
document provided by the community-pharmacist (47.1%). Regarding the association
between factors and opinion, results found that opinions.toward their roles for screening
and referral of suspected tuberculosis patients were statistically significant associated
with age (p=0.02), working experience at a drugstore (p=0.006), length of time the
drugstore has been  operating (p=0.003),time . of ~being ~a - qualified drugstore
(p=0.004),recognition of TB-situation (p=0.001), recognition of -National TB guidelines
(p<0.05),having a ' disease « screening  service (p=0.041),having” a referral service
(p=0.005), and having-a patient.profile (p=0.004).

The results indicate that the development of a screening and referral program for
suspected tuberculosis. patients-in qualified-drugstores might-be an essential strategy for
TB control in Thailand.

Program of Consumer Protection in Public Health Graduate School, Silpakorn University
Student's Signature..........occceeieee e Academic Year 2015
Thesis Advisor's signature ...........cccocveveerneennnn.
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